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Office of the State Registrar of Vital Statistics, 

Pjiovidence, December, 1881. 
To the Honorable the Oeneral Assembly: 

The Twenty-Eighth Annual Report of the Registration of Births, Marriages 
and Deaths in Rhode Island, is herewith submitted. The statistics presented are 
for the year ending December 31, 1880. 

The methods of classification employed are the same as in previous Reports, 
and the arrangement and order of the Tables are nearly the same. 

Diagrams have been introduced for the first time, to show the average annual 
proportion to the popiUation, of the births and deaths in each of the several towns, 
during a period of ten years; and some additional summaries and synopses, with 
comments, are al&o presented, to elucidate particular subjects of inquiry, or show 
various comparative relations in a concise form. 

The general results of registration in the State, as reported for the year 1880, 
are as follows: 

There were 6,295 births; 2,769 marriages; and 4,829 deaths. 

Of the births, 192 were still-born, and 6,103 were of living children. 

The whole number of births were 55 less than in 1879, and the number of 
still-born 24 less. 

There were 373 more marriages, or 746 more persons married in 1880 than there 
were in 1879, and the number of deaths were 357 more. 

The following summary will show in a condensed form, the proportion of the 
several events of births, marriages and deaths in 1880, to the population, in the 
different divisions of the State, on the basis of the Census of 1880: 

Marriages, 
Births, one person married Deaths, 

one in every in every one in every 

Bristol Connty 40.0 58.7 52.1 

Kent County 46.8 47.4 67.3 

Newport County, Towns 60.6 59.8 .'. 79.3 

Newport City 39.3 64.2 64.6 

Newport County 44.8 62.8 69.0 

Providence County, Towns 46.9 ... 59.8 58.6 

Providence City 39.9 42.6 50.4 

Providence County;^ 42 9 49.1 58.9 

Washington County 52.6 45.7 85.6 

Whole State 43.9 49.9 57.3 
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There has been considerable improvement in the forms of the returns, as 
made out by some of the town clerks, and there is evidence that the canvass has 
been more thorough and complete in many of the towns, than in some years 
heretofore. 

There will, however, never be perfectly accurate and complete returns of 
births and deaths, until the Statutes require, and the law enforces,' a return of 
each to the town or city clerk or registrar, at the time of occurrence. 

Respectfully, 

CHA8. H. FISHER, M. D., 

State Registrar of Vital Statistics and Secretary of the State Board of Health, 
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Table II.— BIRTHS, 1880. 
mged iy Months, Sexes, and Divisions of ike State. 











DIVISIONS OP THE STATE. 


MONTHS. 


SEX. 




£? 


^ 


, 




1 


* 


1 






1 


g 


s 


rl 


u 


H 




i 






1 


i 


1 


t 


1 


1* 


£ 


1 


January .... 


Males. . . . 


am 


19 


14 


11 


16 


85 


103 


20 




Females.. 
Total.... 


!!38 


18 


13 


5 


14 


68 


110 


16 




6U 


31 


27 


16 


29 


153 


213 


45 


Febrnavy . . . 


Males. . . . 


2.50 


14 


23 


f 


n 


71 


98 


27 




Females.. 
Total.... 


Mi 
494 


14 


12 


a 


16 


81 


08 


21 




28 


35 


9 


26 


152 


196 


48 


March 


Males.,.. 


87(1 


IR 


12 


4 


15 


79 


130 


12 




Females.. 
Total.... 


S47 


16 


23 


1 


13 


74 


101 


20 




517 


33 


35 


5 


28 


153 


231 


32 


April 


Males. . . . 


20!) 


9 


IS 


P 


16 


59 


01 


10 




Females.. 
Total.... 


231 


10 


14 


» 


12 


78 


94 


14 




440 


19 


32 


15 


28 


137 


185 


24 


May 


Males. . . . 


255 


15 


15 


fi 


2! 


89 


94 


16 




Females. . 
Total.... 


277 


il 


20 
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16 


96 


114 


21 




532 


21 


35 


ft 


37 


185 


208 


3? 


June 


Males. . . . 


271 


12 


22 


4 


15 


76 


127 


15 




Females . 
Total.... 


240 
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17 


•A 


12 


71 


114 


16 




511 


19 


39 


7 


37 


147 


241 


31 


July 


Males. . . . 


200 


11 


19 


n 


13 


75 


128 


16 




Females.. 
Total.... 


266 


« 


18 


11 


18 


78 


108 


24 




631 


19 


37 


16 


31 


153 


236 


39 
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MONTHS. 


SEX. 


1 


1 
1 


1 


1 


I 


il 


1 
I 


i 
1 


August 


Mules 

Fcmiiles. . 

Total .... 


392 
253 


6 
10 


21 
22 


5 
6 


IG 
16 


00 

84 


128 
90 


20 
24 




541 


IG 


43 


11 


32 


180 


318 


44 


September. . 


M»les. . . . 
Females. . 


379 
282 


8 
9 


22 

26 


7 
3 


20 
80 


103 

101 


107 
110 


13 
13 




Total.... 


561 


17 


48 


10 


40 


204 


317 


25 


Octc,l,c( .... 


Males. . . . 
Females.. 

Total.... 


396 
358 


14 
10 


31 
14 


10 
6 


18 
13 


94 
92 


122 
98 


17 
17 




554 


33 


35 


16 


31 


186 


220 


34 


November.. 


Males. . . . 
Females.. 

Total.... 


372 
249 


13 



19 
13 


8 
2 


18 
19 


83 

09 


113 
120 


19 
20 




521 


18 


32 


10 


3r 


152 


233 


39 


December '. . 


Males.... 
Females.. 

Total..., 


ao8 

208 


12 
12 


25 

17 


10 

7 


27 
20 


97 
85 


130 
108 


17 
13 




670 


24 


43 


1? 


53 


182 


228 


30 


Wliolo yeiir. 


M.alca. . . . 
Females.. 

Total.... 


3,244 

3,051 


150 
128 


331 
209 


81 
50 


205 
194 


1,004 
980 


1,361 
1,265 


209 
319 




6,296 


278 


440 


140 


399 


1,984 


2,G2S 


438 
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Table IV.— MARRIAGES,. 1880. 
Arranged by MvHths and Divisions of the State. 





1 

■I 

1 
$ 


DIVISIONS OF THE STATE. 




MONTKS. 


1 


1 




1 

1= 


1 

li 


t 

1 


1 


i 

1 

! 


January 


205 


5 


17 


3 


10 


49 


105 


16 


317 


February.. 


209 


6 


13 


3 


6 


59 


100 


33 


183 




160 
57i 


5 

16 


21 

51 


7 
13 


9 

35 


48 
156 


53 

258 


17 
56 




First Quarter.... 


621 


April 


388 


S 


tn 


10 


15 


fifi 


98 


1R 


198 


May 


urn 


9 


9.9 


■A 


10 


7? 


109 


18 


305 




234 
705 


11 

38 


33 

60 



19 


5 

30 


61 
199 


111 
318 


17 

51 


208 


Second Quurtor.. 


611 




809 
166 


J 


16 


4 


10 
1'^ 


58 
43 


97 
75 


17 
10 






187 


September 


865 


7 


15 


4 


12 


75 


115 


27 


209 


Third Quarter... 


630 


20 


46 


13 


34 


17fi 


281 


54 


664 


October 


359 


12 


16 


6 


10 


79 


108 


38 


221 


November 


344 


16 


34 


8 


16 


92 


148 


30 


292 


Dcwmbor.. 


257 


5 


10 


la 


8 


83 


112 


38 


197 


Fourth Quarter.. 


S(iO 


33 


CO 


2C 


34 


263 


368 


80 


710 


Whole Year 


2,769 


97 


ai7 


71 


133 


784 


1,331 


246 


3,396 
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Table V.-AGES OF PERSONS MARRIED, 1880. 





AOaS OF WOMEN. 


i 


A(iBs 0* Men. 


S 


8 

S 
8 


i 

S 


i 


9 
S 


4 

•2 

s 




a 
s 
s 


a 
S 

1 
1 
1 
1 

2 
1 
2 


i 
s 

8 


s 

2 

a 


1 

i 


•s 
1 
1 

i 


Under 20 

20 to 25 

26 to 30 

30 to 35 

35 to 40 

40 to 45 

45 to 50 


11 

373 
97 
25 
10 
4 


24 
597 
414 
122 
46 
11 
4 
3 


1 
93 
201 
117 
52 
17 
10 
2 
3 


11 

45 

■ 01 

44 

24 

12 
10 
2 
1 


3 
9 
10 
32 

27 
17 
13 

3 


1 

4 
19 
8 
6 
11 
8 
5 
2 
1 
1 


2 
2 
12 
9 
1 
2 

a 


2 
S 

4 
3 

1 


S 

a 

1 

2 

1 


1 
1 


1 


102 

1,077 
704 
345 
206 
97 
04 
62 










3 








13 
3 
3 
1 








75 to 80 








1 
























Wliolo No. Fo- 
nmlcs 


68G 


1,224 


498 


211 


123 


«« 


27 


18 


9 


9 


2 


1 


2,709 
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Table VI.— DEATHS, 1880. 
Arranged by Months, Sexes, and Divisions of the State. 









DIVISIONS OP THE STATE. 


MONTHS. 


ShlX. 


• 


• 

a 
o 


• 

a 


County, 

18. 


• 




ce County, 

16. 


• 



• 


a 


•1^ 






m 


O 


? 



?^ 


t2 


g^ 


a> 


^ 






0) 


^-m 





S 





n3 


-d 








o 






P- 


t 


•Sir". 






,0 
CO 






5 


pq 
5 


8 


7 


9i 

14 


£ 


PL, 


^ 


January 


Males . . . 


199 


71 


83 


11 


•/ 


Females . 


223 


4 


■ 8 7 


18 


70 


118 8 




Total.... 


422 


9 


16 


14 


32 


141 


201 19 


i^'ebruary. . . . 


Males. . . 


200 


9 


14 


7 


6 


56 


97 


11 


•/ 


Jbemales. 


1G8 


2 


9 5 


13 


45 


79 


15 


. 


Total.... 


368 


11 


23! 12 


19 


101 


176 26 


March 


Males. . . 


209 


12 


aO 3 


9 


71 


95 9 




Females. 


217 


14 


8 5 


11 


84 


88 7 




Total.... 


426 


26 


I81 8 


20 


155 


183! 16 


April . . . 


Males . . . 


192 


5 


20! 3 


8 


60 


86 10 




Females . 


208 


11 


14: 6 


4 


57 


105 


11 




Total.... 


400 


16 


34 9 


12 


117 


191 


21 


May 


Males . . . 


175 


6 


7 5 


12 


44 


89 


12 




Females . 


217 


8 


14 5 


12 


67 


100 


11 




Total.... 


392 


14 


21 10 


24 


111 


189 


23 


June 


Males. . . 


177 


4 


14 3 


9 


68 


68 11 




Females. 


180 


8 


14 2 


3 


53 


85 


15 




Total.... 


357 


12 


28 5 


12 


121 


153 


26 


Jwly 


Males . . . 


233 


11 


13' 6 


14 


89 


90 


10 




Females. 


255 


13 


14; 3 


15 


88 


118 


4 




Total.... 


488 


24 


27, 9 


29 


177 


208 


14 


August 


Males. . . 


208 


14 


17 1 


11 


77 


74 


14 




Jbemales. 


222 


10 


10; 4 


11 


74 


100 


. 13 




Total.... 


430 


24 


27 5 


22 


151 


174 


27 


September. . . 


Males. . . 


202 


8 


10 6 


10 


79 


74 


15 




Females. 


186 


7 


13 4 


14 


63 


69 


16 




Total. . . . 


388 


15 


23 10 


24 


142 


143 31 


October 


Males . . . 


205 


10, 


13 


3 


12 


66 


84 


17 




Females. 


211 


16 


19 


3 


14 


73 


69 


17 




Total.... 


416 


26, 


32 


6 


26 


139 


153 


34 


NoTember. . . 


Males . . . 


187 


I2I 


11 


9 


7 


64 


74 


10 




Females . 


178 


14| 


19 


• • • • 


4 


57 


72 


12 




Total.... 


365 


26' 


30 


9 


11 


121 


146 


22 


December . . . 


M ales . . . 


179 


8 


13 5 


10 


60 


74 


9 




Females. 


198 


8> 


14| 5 


12 


52 


89 


18 




Total.... 


377 


16; 


27 10 


22 


112 


163 


27 


Whole Year.. 


Males . . . 


2,366 


104; 


150 58 


122 


805 


988 


139 




Females . 


2,463 


115 


156' 49 


121 


783 


1,092 


147 




Total.... 


4,829 


219 


306| 


107 


243 


1,588 


2,080 


286 
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Table VIL— DEATHS, 1880. 

Showinfi the Number of each Sex, in each Period of Life, in euerg 

Town and Division of the Stale ' aho the Ratio of 

Deaths to Papulalion. 



PorcLiTiini, isao. 



DuTBs, ueo. 



Barriiigtou 

BriaLol 

Warren 

Bkiktol OoL'NTY . 



1,359 MlalcB.... 

Females.. 
6,028 Malm. — 

Pemalca.. 
4,007 Males. . . . 

Females.. 
11, 394 Males.... 

Females.. 



S.i. %K 

:.m{ 

2.0r 131 

1.93, 77 37 

I 40 



I 14 



. 104 
115 



Coventry 

East GrDDiiwich,. 
AVeat Cirooiiwich. 

Wiirwick 

Kknt County... 



1,018, 
13,164 
20,588, 



.Males. . . . 

! Fern ales.. 
.Males. . . . 
Females.. 
Malos. . . , 
'Femaloa.. 

Males 

b'emales.. 
Males. . . . 
Fematos.. 



1.35 61 
1.84 53 



1.49 30fi 150 



JitmcsUiwii 

Little Comiiton.. . 

MidiUftowii 

New Hliorohivm ... 

I'ortBinoiitli 

Tiverton 

Towns, Newi-ort Co. 



1,3( 

i,i; 

1,3( 
1,979 
2,505 
8,487 



)_Miiles 

Females.. 
i MaleiJ. . . . 

j Females.. 
J Males. , , . 

Females.. 
i Males 

Females.. 

Males. . . . 

Females.. 

Males 

Females.. 

Males. . . . 

Females.. 



1.35 

1.40 



NBwroRT Crrr 15,6 



] Males. . . 
Fomaloa.. 



1.54 343 1^3 37 
131 21 



Table VII.— DEATHS, 1880.— Continued. 



i 
1 


J 


i 

1 


g 


1 
1 

2 


1 
1 

s 


4 

1 


1 
1 


1 
1 
S 


1 
1 
s 


1 

1 
e 


1 


1 


1 






















a 

1 
4 

6 
2 
C 
8 
13 










1 
4 
3 






1 
3 

4 
1 


1 

4 

6 
2 

4 
8 
11 


1 

3 
6 

4 
3 
7 
10 


"4 
3 
1 
2 

5 
5 


3 
5 

4 
6 
7 
13 


2 

5 



a 

8 
7 
16 


"o 

6 
6 
3 
13 

8 






1 
.... 


a 

3 

2 


2 

3 

... 






3 


1 


1 
1 


4 
3 


2 
3 


4 

5 


1 












2 

3 

3 


'3 

3 
3 


2 
2 


8 
3 


5 
5 

'"i 

8 
2 

15 
8 


4 
4 
7 
5 
2 
4 
9 
7 
22 
20 


2 










2 




3 
2 








5 

3 

2 

.... 

4 
10 

7 


.... 

'"3 
1 
3 
1 
5 






... 
1 
1 
2 

"3 

1 


1 
3 

13 
4 
17 


3 


1 


3 
2 










9 
6 
13 
14 


1 
6 
10 
9 

17 






3 

i 
4 

4 


'"1 
"3 


1 
2 
3 
5 


4 
8 
6 
11 


5 

7 
15 
11 


3 
""2 


















1 


























1 


















1 












4 
1 
2 

1 


4 
1 
1 

1 
2 
















2 


1 
1 


■•■ 


1 

1 
2 












1 


1 
1 






























J 
2 
2 

2 
2 
4 
7 








3 
1 

3 
3 
3 

10 
10 








1 
3 
1 
2 


1 
1 


1 


1 
1 






3 
1 

4 
2 
8 
6 


2 
3 
3 

1 
12 
6 


















2 
2 
3 

4 


1 
1 

2 










2 

1 


1 
1 
2 


2 
2 








1 


1 








!> 


C 

4 


2 


3 
5 


11 
5 


6 
10 


8 
10 


7 
S 


IC 
13 


20 
14 


3 

18 








3 
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Table VII.— DEATHS, 1880.— Continned. 



Bumllvillc 

Cranston 

Cnmherland 

East Providence. . . 

Foster 

GlocL'ster 

Johnston 

Lineohi 

North Providence. 
North Smithfield. . 

Pawtncket 

Scitunte 

Sniithficld'. 

Woonsoeket 

TOIVN'B, Pitov. Co. 
Providence City. 

Charlestowu 

Exeter 

Hojikinton 

North Kingstown, 
Sonth Kingstown . 

Richmond 

Westerly 

WASJTiifaTON Co. . 



Mulea. . . . 
Females. . 
Males. , , . 
Females. , 

Males 

Females. . 

Males 

Females.. 

Males 

Females.. 
Males. . . . 
Females. . 
Males. . . . 
Females. . 
Males. . . . 
Females. . 
Males. . . . 
Females. . 

Mnles 

Females. . 

Males 

Females. , 
Males. . . . 
Females. . 

Males 

Females. . 
Males. . . , 
Fo males. , 
Males. . . . 
Females. . 

7 Males 

Females. . 
Males. . . , 
Females. . 

Males. . . . 

Females.. 

MaJea, . . . 

Females. , 

Moles 

Females. . 
5,114jMalea. ... 

I Fern ales. . 
1,949 Males 

Females. , 

Males. . . . 

Femalea. 

Males. . . 

Females. 



5,'rH 

5,94:0 
6,445 
5,056 
1,552 
2,250 
5,766 

13,765 
1,467 
3,( 

19,1 
3,810 
3,085 

16,050 

93,01' 

104,857 m 
F 

1,1171/ 
F 

1,310 ^ 

F 
2,953 » 

J 
3,949 i/. 



6,104 
28,495 



Draths, 1880. 



45 
351 



318 

1,588, 
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Table VII.— Deaths, 1880.— Continued. ^H 






■^ 


ui 


S 


^ 


^ 


s 


s 


f. 


Si 


a 






1 


1 


1 


1 


1 




1 


1 


1 


1 


1 


1 


i 




^ 


1 


1 


1 


1 


1 


1 


1 


1 


1 


1 


1 


1 








in 


s 


2 


a 


S 


s 


s 


3 


g 


s 


s 




5 


1 


4 


2 




3 


1 


2 


2 


4 


s 


9 






■i 


1 


Ei S 


a 


1 


y 


■A 


V 


fi 


s 


•J 






1 


1 


3.... 




12 


s 


S 


i;h 


1:^ 


V 


fi 


i 




)l 


u 


3.... 


s 


;h 


11 


12 




a 


!i 


.5 


1 






2 




1 
4 






3 




5 


S 


3 






3 


a 




6, 4 








1 
1 


4 
a 




a 

3 


.... 


1 
4 


1 
3 
1 




"3 
2 


1 


2 
3 














1 














1 


1 


?; 




1 


4 












2 

1 

4 
4 






3 
3 
3 
S 


2 
2 

2 
? 


i 

4 


4 
3 
3 


3 
3 


3 
2 

7 

1 


3 

1 

.... 








1 


2 

1 




1 












5 


4 


1- 






1 


H 


-1 


« 


4 


2 


2 


1 




3 


a 

1 

"h 


6 

"i 
a 
1 

14 






5 


6 


6 
1 


4 


5 
2 

1 
4 

1 

8 


10 


2 


a 








2 
2 


2 
.... 

17 


1 
2 

1 
11 


1 

2 
1 

ft 






3 


1 
3 


2 

3 
17 






1 






a 


s 


4 


Ifi 


J 


5 


1 


S 




H 


21 


7 


S 


15 


l^l 


1(1 


a 








8 






a 


2 


a 


fi 


3 


fl 


1 






i 




I 






;h 


1 




1 


4 


■1 


fl 
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4 


"2 
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1 


1 
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1 


2 


1 


1 








1 




1 


1 




B 


a 


? 






t 


fi 


fj 


7 


H 


5 


fi 


1 




5 


(1 


7 


J 




If) 


11 


H 


7 


12 


!■ 


4 






28 


ad 


ftf. 


i!:j 


n 


fiH 


4fi 


3!i 


fi^ 


(i;i 


fiJ 


3f 


fi 




a? 


ly 


48 


aa 


30 


3(j 


cy 


52 


42 


51; 


69 


38 


8 




as 


a» 


fift 


17 


24 


89 


77 


RS 


fi4 


88 


77 


32 


9 




3a 


»5 


70 
1 


24 

.... 
.... 


■ as 


118 


»2 


71 

I 


84 


76 
1 


97 
2 


49 
2 
9 


12 














1 


1 










1 
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2 
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3 
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6 
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1 
1 
3 

"" fi 
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3 






1 




1 

1 

2 




1 




1 




4 
4 




1 














2 




1 


1 


4 


4 
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Table VII— DEATHS, 1880,~Eecapitulatiok by Counties. 





Ponii^TioH, 1880. 


D 


II 


880. 


i 


j 




COUNTIES. 


Whole 
Number. 


SEZ. 


1 


^ 

I 


BRISTflL Co... 


11,394 


Moles. . . 
Females. 


5.438 
6,956 


1.92 


S19 


104 
115 


iJ5 
17 


5 
4 


5 
1 


Kent Co 


30,588 


MhIos. . . 
Females. 


10,031 
10,567 


1.49 


396 


i5i: 

151, 


27 11 
14 11 


7 
6 


Newport Co.. 


24,180 


Males. . . 
Females. 


11,574 
13,606 


1.45 


350 


180 
170 


3G 

25 


9 



3 
3 


Prov. Co 


197,874 


Males. . . 
Females. 


94.931 
102,953 


1.85 


3,668 


1,793 
1,875 


383 
321 


134 
145 


80 
81 


Wash. Co.... 


22,495 


Males... 
Females. 


11,076 
11,419 


1.87 


286 


139 

147 


24 
19 


3 

S 


9 
5 


Whole State. 


276,531 


Males. . . 
Females. 


133,030 
143,501 


1.75 


4,829 


3,366 
3,403 


495 
399 


162 

177 


104 
96 



Table VI[.— DEATHS, 1 



-ReqAPiTULATioN by Counties. 
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13 


16 


13 
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4 
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13 


9 
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15 


15 


23 
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17 
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14 


17 


11 
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13 


10 


11 


8 


24 


30 


15 




1 
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6 


1 


7 


7 


17 


14 


10 


19 


34 


24 


"3 




58 


49 


120 


1129 


41 


151 


122 


134 


133 


151 


141 


70 


14 


1 


59 


54 


118 


47 


58 


174 


IGl 


133 


136 


132 


166 


87 


30 


3 


1 


3 


9 


4 


3 


P 


& 


5 


4 


30 


14 


19 


3 


4 


3 


5 


11 


3 




11 


10 


10 


5 


12 


17 


22 


1 


3 


67 


61 


143 


39 


55 


194 


153 


151 


15C 


317 


215 


126 


18 


10 


68 


63 


154 


57 


78 


317 


315 


103 


1C5 


137 


240 


148 


32 


7 
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Table XL —OCCUPATIONS AND AGES AT DEATH, 1880. 

Showing the Average Age at Death in the several Occtipatio7is, Provi- 
dence City being separated from the rest of the State, 
and ages under twenty being excluded. 



occupations. 



I. Agriculture. 

Farmers 

Gardeners 



11. Professional 

and Personal 

Services. 

Actors 

Artists 

Barbers. 

Civil Engineers 

Clergymen 

Clerks and Salesmen. 

Coachmen 

Collectors 

Cooks 

Dentists 

Firemen 

Editors 

Hotel- keepers 

Laborers 

Lawyers 

Musicians 

Music-teachers 

Photographers 

Physicians 

Policemen 

Reporters 

Saloon-keepers 

Students 

Teachers 

Waiters 

Watchmen 



WHOLE STATE. 



O 

s 
55 



183 
5 



1 
1 
G 
2 
6 
34 
3 
1 
2 
1 
3 
1 
6 
219 
6 
1 
1 
2 
7 
1 
1 
9 
8 
3 
2 
2 



IIL Trade and 

Transportation. 

Agents 



518 



2 

08 . 

bCO) 

bfi 
< 



12,273 
340 



26 
42 

211 

125 

425 
1,065 

143 
82 

130 
- 23 

127 
59 

311 
10,198 

451 
46 
71 
73 

396 
40 
34 

349 

172 

124 

52 

112 



27,500 



9 

bfi 

t 

> 



67.06 
68.00 



26.00 
42.00 
35,17 
62.50 
70.83 
31.32 
47.66 
82.00 
65.00 
23.00 
42.33 
59.00 
51.83 
46.53 
75.17 
46.00 
71.00 
36.50 
56.57 
40.00 
34.00 
38.77 
21.50 
41.33 
26.00 
56.00 



PROVIDENCE CITY. 



O 

Xi 

a^ 



9 
4 



13 



1 
4 



1 
28 
3 
1 
2 
1 
3 



2 

116 



1 



2 
1 



1 
6 
3 
2 
1 
2 



181 






575 
276 



851 



42 
113 



66 
846 
143 

82 
130 

23 
127 



99 
5,086 



46 



73 
62 



34 
224 

64 
103 

30 
112 



8 422 52. 75 5 



7,505 



9 

u 

> 



63.88 
69.00 



REST OP STATE. 



o 




.a 




^ 


a> 




•4J 


0) 0) 


of)a> 


•^'A 


<o So 


B^ 


&)-^ 


3 


bo 


^ 


< 



42.00 

28.25 



66.00 
30.21 
47.66 
82.00 
65.00 
23.00 
42.33 



49.50 
43.84 



46.00 



36.50 
62.00 



34.00 
37.33 
21.33 
51.50 
30.00 
56.00 



253 50. CO 



174 
1 



175 



2 
2 
5 
6 



1 

4 

103 

6 



6 
1 



3 
6 
1 
1 



149 



bl) 
<3 

> 
< 



11,698 
64 



11,762 



26 



67.23 

64.00 



26.00 



98 49.00 
125i62.50 
359 71.80 
21936.50 



59 59.00 

212 53.00 

5,112 49.60 

45175.17 



7171.00 



334 55.66 
40 40.00 



12541.66 

108,18.00 

2l'21.00 

22 22.00 



7,382 



169 56.33 
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Table XL— OCCUPATIONS, 1880.— Continued. 



OCCUPATIONS. 



Apothecaries 

Bankers 

Book-keepers 

Boatmen 

Brokers 

Butchers 

Cashiers (Bank, &c.) 

Confectioners 

Conductors 

Expressmen 

Fishermen and Oys- 
termcn . . 

Grocers 

Government Inspec- 
tors 

Hackmen 

Liquor Dealers 

Mariners 

Marketmen 

Merchants 

Peddlers 

Pilots 

E. R. Station Agents 

Sea Captains 

Seamen, Ord 

Teamsters 

Treasurers 

Tobacconists 

Traders and Dealers . 



IV. Manufactures, 

Mechanical and 

Mining Industries. 

Bakers 

Belt-makers 

Blacksmiths 

Block-makers 

Boat-builders ....... 

Boiler-makers 

Book-binders 

Boot and Shoe-mak- 
ers 

Brass Founders 



WHOLE STATE. 



O 



1 
1 

7 
1 
2 
4 
3 
1 
1 
1 

5 

8 

2 
3 
4 

2 

21 

11 
1 
2 

12 
9 

11 
1 
2 
6 



136 



3 
2 

14 
1 
2 
2 



6 
3 






< 
< 



PBOYIDBNCE CITY. 



75 75.00 
5454.00 

295 42.14 
28 28.00 
9447.00 

189 47.25 



241 
79 
37 

27 

255 
363 

114 

122 

144 

246 

145 

1,298 

509 

44 

94 

822 

505 

424 

81 

129 

328 



7,164 



80.33 
79.00 
37.00 
27.00 

51.00 
45.38 

57.00 
40.66 
36.00 
41.00 
72.50 
61.81 
46.30 
44.00 
47.00 
68.50 



38.55 
81.00 
64.50 
54.66 



144 48.00 
127 63.50 
806:57.57 
5252.00 
132 66.00 
104 52.00 
140 28.00 



o 



5Z5 



368 
221 



1 
1 

6 



1 
1 
2 



1 



2 



4 
5 
2 
17 
5 



5 
4 
8 
1 
2 
1 



s 






75 

54 

263 



V 



\ 



64 

39 

162 



75.00 
54.00 
43.83 



37 



198 



114 



144 
210 
145 
1,072 
176 
44 



79 



2 
2 
3 
1 



61.33 
73.661 3 



304 
272 
312 

81 
129 

42 



4,190 



124 

127 

162 

52 



64.00 
39.00 
81.00 



37.00 



49.50 



57.00 



38.00 
42.00 
72.50 
63.06 
35.20 
44.00 



60.80 
68.00 
39.00 



63.00 
42.00 



BEST OF STATE. 



O 

%. 

1^ 



1 
1 
1 

3 
1 
1 



5 
4 




32 

28 
30 
150 
79 
79 



4 
6 



2 

7 
5 
3 



57 



62.00 
63.50 
53.33 
52.00 



140 



221 



28.00 



73.66 



11 



2 
2 



27 

255 
165 

122 



36 



226 
333 



< 
I 



32.00 
28.00 
30.00 
50.00 
79.00 
79.00 



27.00 

51.00 
41.25 

40.66 



36.00 



56.50 
55.50 



94 
518 
233 
112 



286 



2,974 



20 
644 



132 
104 



47.00 
75.45 
46.60 
37.33 



57.20 



20.00 



58.55 



66.00 
52.00 



368 



61.33 
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Table XL— OCCUPATIONS, 1880.— Continued. 



OCCUPATIONS. 



■ Brewei-s 

Brnah-mttkera ... 

Bnildera aud Con- 
tractors 

Cabinet -makers 

Carpenters 

Carriage- makers 

Cigar-mnkera 

Coopers 

Die Sinkers 

Dyora 

Engineera 

Eogriivera 

Pile Cutters 

HarnesB-makers 

Hatters 

Hotiae Movers 

Inventora 

Jewelers 

Uacliinists 

Uannfactarers 

Masons 

Mechanics 

MiUwrigiita 

Monldera 

Operatives 

Ovei'soera and Super- 
intendents 

iPaintei's 

Pattern-makera , . 

Piano Makers . . . 

Plumbers 

Printers 

Bhip Cai-pentcra . 

Silversmiths 

Stone Cntters... 

Tailors 

Tinsmitha 

TTpholstcrcra .... 

Wheelwrigiita . . . 

[3 
V. Females. 
Boarding-liousokcep- 



112 56.00 

400 66.66 

2,390:55.58 1 

39 39.00 . 
U4 48.00 
17(J 56.66 

58 58.00 
225 37.50 
390 48.33 

98 49.50 

238 79.33 
162 40.60 

61 30.50 . 
80 80.00 . 
48 48.00 
831 3!.. 57 : 
1,737 48.28 

941 62.74 : 
1,036 54.53 
835 58.93 

73 73.00 . 

244 40.66 

2,259 34.23 

234 58.50 
1,293 47.84 

239 70.33 
42 42.00 

12140.33 
349 43.62 
37308.25 
10;'o3.50 
393 65.60 
56756.70 
302 40.40 
89 29.66 
167 55.66 . 

1 IS.Oes' 21 



2 56.00 . 
9 66.33 

8 50.90 : 

8 44.00 
56.66 . 
8 58.00. 

3 43.25 
48.33 . 
8 49.00 . 
8 79.33 . 
2 37.33 



8 48.00 . 
138.13 
8 47.11 
5 02.50 

3 63.71 

4 47.51 



8 66.00 

5 47.66 
4 72,00 

3 42.00 . 
20.00 
7 41.76 

6 76.00 

7 53.50 . 
6 62.00 
6 66.00 

5.33 

4 32.00 



201 67.00 
1,372 59.65 

3i)i39.00 
56166.00 



50 50.00 
61.%. 50 
80 80.00 

22044.00 
889,41^.22 
316 63.20 
28366.60 
491,70.14 
73 73.00 



666.00 
7|47.91 
5 85.00 ■ 
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Table XL— OCCUPATIONS, 1880. --Concluded. 



OCCUPATIONS. 



WHOLE STATE. 



PROVIDENCE CITY. 



Dressmakers and 
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RESULTS AND OBSERVATIONS, 1880. 



The whole number of births recorded in the state of Rhode Island 
during the year 1880, was six thousand two hundred and ninety-five 
(6,295); the whole number of marriages two thousand seven hundred 
and sixty-nine (2,769); and the whole number of deaths four thou- 
sand eight hundred and twenty-nine (4,829). 

Table XIII. 

Presenting the general results of Registration in the State, during 

each of the last twenty-seven years. 

Whole Number Living 

Tear. of Births. Still-bom. Births. Marriages. Deaths, 

1854. 2,105 78 2,027 1,047 1,720 

1855 2,926 124 2,802 1,876 1,846 

1866 2,906 183 2,723 1,636 2,042 

1867 4,026 186 3,841 1,626 2,326 

1858 4,263 177 4,086 1,43^. 2,616 

1859 4,600 177 4,323 1,672 2,270 

1860 4,660 167 4,493 1,748 2,686 

1861 4,840 146 ...4,694 1,533. .. 2,927 

1862 4,126 123 4,002 1,460 ....2,691 

1868 3,691 Ill 3,680 1,618 3,207 

1864 3,392 138 3,764 1,844 3,360 

1865 3,965 177 3,778 1,896 3,406 

1866 .4,902 172 4,730 2,318 2,970 

1867 6,127 163 4,964 2,344 2,889 

1868 5,372 212 6,160 2,286 .....2,912 

1869 5,246 220 5,025 2,289 3,382 

1870 5,216 234 4,981 2,362 3,238 

1871 6,678 223 6,465 2,336 3,344 

1872 6,143 208 5,941 2,637 4,247 

1873 6,022 228 6,794 2,630 4,403 

1874 6,466 277 6,189 2,641 4,229 

1875 6,608 246 6,262 2,485 4',817 

1876... 6,329 224 6,106 2,253 4,116 

1877 6,236 242 6,993 2,282 4,450 

1878 6,714 248 6,466 2,324 4,441 

1879 : .6,360 216 6,134 2,396 4,472 

1880 6,296 192 6,103 2,769 4,829 

The aggregates for the whole period of 27 years are, of recorded 
births, 128,140, of whom 4,869 were still-born, and 123,271 were liv- 
ing children. 

Of marriages recorded there were 52,431, or 104,862 persons mar- 
ried; and of recorded deaths, 84,762 persons. 

On the next page the usual Table is given, showing a comparison of 
the births, marriages and deaths, with the population, in each town 
in the State, for the year 1880. 
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TiM-E XIV. 

BIRTHS. MARRIAHES AND DEATHS IN RHODE ISLAND, 

IN 1880, COMPARED WITH THE POPULATION 

BY THE OENSUS OF 1880. 
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In Table XIII will be found the general results of registration in 
the whole State, during each of the last twenty-seven years. 

It will be observed that the number of births, marriages and deaths 
do not occur with any regularity from year to year, but that the op- 
posite is the rule. At the same time there is a gradually increasing 
number of each of the classes of events, taking periods of five years 
together, corresponding in some degree with the increase of popula- 
tion. 

A comparison of the results of registration during the year 1880, 
with the previous year, will show tliat of the whole number of births, 
there were fifty-five less than during 1879, and of living births, thirty- 
one less. There were in the whole number of births during 1880, 
four hundred and nineteen less than during the year 1878, and with 
one exception less than in any year since 1873. With an increase of 
population during these years of between twenty and twenty-five thou- 
sand, there must have been causes outside of natural causes, to have 
so largely lessened the ratio of births to population. 

The number of inarriages during 1880 was three hundred and 
seventy-three larger than during the previous year, and larger by one 
hundred and thirty-nine than in any other year during the whole 
period of registration. 

Of deaths, there were recorded three hundi-ed and fifty-seven more 
than during the previous year, the number being the largest ever 
recorded in any one year. 

Table XIV presents the general results of registration in all of the 
towns in Rhode Island during the year 1880, together with the pro- 
portion of the several events of birtlis, marriages and deaths to the 
population of each of the towns, by the census of the same year. 

It is curious to note the great variableness of these proportions. 
In regard to births, the largest proportion to population occurring 
during 1880, was in the town of Bristol, that is, one birth in every 
33.30 of the inhabitants, or about three and one-third per cent.; 
while in the town of North Smithfield, there was but one in every 
147.00 persons, or about two-thirds of one per cent. 

During the two preceding years, the town of East Providence re- 
ported the highest birth-rate: in 1879, one in every 30. 09 and in 1878, 
the extraordinary proportion of one in every '^6.12 persons. 

Following Bristol in the order of highest birth-rate, are Middle- 
town, one in every 39.28; Newport city, one in 39.32; Johnston, one 
in 39.49, and Providence city, one in every 39.92 persons. 

On the other hand, following Nortli Smithfield in exceptionally 
low birth-rates, are New Shoreham, one in every 120.40 persons; 
Jamestown, one in every 91.80; Charlestown, one in 85.92, and Little 
Compton, one in every 85.86 persons. The birth-rate in North 
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Smithfield during the year 1880, presents a strong contrast with that 
of 1879, when the birth rate was one in every 36.33 persons resident, 
or a proportion more than four times as large. For a period of ten 
years previous, the average proportion in that town was one in every 
47 persons, and the low ratio of 1880 suggests defective registration. 

In the counties, the proportions of the aggregate births to the ag- 
gregate population were as follows: 

In Bristol County, one in every 40.00 persons; in Kent County, 
one in every 46.79; in Newport County, one in 44.86; Providence 
County, one in 42.92, and Washington County, one in every 52.56 
persons. 

For the whole State, the proportion wtis one birth in every 43.93 
of the resident population. 

The ratio of the number of persons married to population, is in 
every vear more variable in the different towns than that of either 
births or deaths. The largest proportion to population of per- 
sons married in 1880, was, not according to the established rule, in 
the town of Foster, but in the town of Hopkinton, which recorded 
the large ratio of one person married in every 24.60 persons; the town 
of Foster following closely with a proportion of one person married 
in every 29.63 persons. 

In these towns, a considerable number of the marriages have been 
of parties coming from another State, because of the greater facilities 
heretofore afforded in the accomplishment of the object. 

The working of the new marriage law will doubtless lessen consid- 
erably the number of marriages in several of the border towns of the 
State. 

There were no marriages recorded in the town of North Providence 
during the year 1880, a circumstance which will probably never again 
occur. Next to North Providence without a marriage record for the 
year, the town of Richmond follows with one person married in every 
324.83 persons; Little Compton records one person married in every 
200.33, and Cranston one in every 135.00 persons. 

In the counties the proportions have considerable variation. They 
stand as follows : 

Bristol County, one person married to every 58.73 persons resident; 
Kent County, one in every 47.42; Newport County, one in every 
62.32; Providence County, one in every 49,10, and Washington Coun- 
ty, one person married to every 45.72 of the population. 

It will be observed that the proportions in the counties do not vary 
so greatly as in the towns, although the difference between Newport 
and Washington counties is quite considerable. 

The returns from the towns, however, do not represent in every 
case the whole number of persons married during the year, who are 
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residents of those towns, many persons, for various reasons going into 
other towns for the purpose of receiving the service of the marriage 
ordinance. 

Cranston, Johnston and North Providence, may be cited as instan- 
ces of towns having a low marriage rate from that cause. 

The maximum and minimum rates of mortality have seldom, if 
ever, varied so much as during the year 1880. Prom the very low 
rate of .44 in Jamestown, or less than four and one-half in each thou- 
sand of the population, to 2.46, or more than twenty-four and one- 
half in each thousand in Cranston is an extraordinary difference. It 
should be said, however, that deducting the deaths at the State Insti- 
tutions in that town, the rate would be reduced nearly one-half, and 
stand lower than a considerable number of other towns in the State. 

Following Cranston in the order of highest rates of mortality, are: 
West Greenwich, 2.26 or more than twenty-two and a half in each 
thousand; Bristol 2.01, or about twenty in each thousand; Provi- 
dence city and Woonsocket, each, 1.98 or very nearly the same as 
Bristol, and Warren with a proportion of 1.92 or rather more than 
nineteen in each thousand. 

The minimum rate of only one death in every 229.50 persons in 
Jamestown, is seldom paralleled anywhere. Following Jamestown, 
in the order of a low rate of mortality are: New Shoreham, .49 or 
less than five in each thousand, and South Kingstown with .78 per 
cent, of deaths, or less than eight in each thousand. 

The proportions in Jamestown are precisely the same as in 1879. 

It seemes somewhat singular that the deaths reported in South 
Kingstown in 1880, should be scarcely half the proportion to the pop- 
ulation, of those reported from the adjoining towns. It is to be 
hoped that the difference is not the result of proper attention to the 
canvass of the town, and especially as the returns generally have in- 
dicated a considerable improvement in the care and completeness 
of the work. 

The following summary will show the rates of mortality in the 
cities and larger divisions of the State, and the whole State. 

Bristol County 19.2 deaths in each thousand persons. 

Kent County 14.9 deaths in each thousand persons. 

Towns Newport County 12.6 deaths in each thousand persons. 

City of Newport 15.4 deaths in each thousand persons. 

Newport County 14.5 deaths in each thousand persons. 

Towns of Providence County 17.0 deaths in each thousand persons . 

City of Providence 19.8 deaths in each thousand persons. 

Providence County 18.5 deaths in each thousand persons. 

Washington County 12.7 deaths in each thousand persons. 

Whole state 17.5 deaths in each thousand persons. 

7 



50 



TWENTY-EIGHTH BEG18TRATI0N BBPOBT. 



[1880. 



For the purpose of more ready comparison of the different events 

of births, mitrriugcs aud deaths in the State during the year 1880, 
with those of the preceding two years, the following Table is intro- 
duced. 

Table XV. 

Births, Marriages and Deaths in Rhode Island, in each of the three 
years 1818, 1879 and 18S0. 
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The diminution of births during the hist three years, as shown in 
Table XV, will not fail to be noticed. It is evident that natural 
causes are not alone responsible. 

Marriages have generally increased in number in proportion to in- 
crease of population, and deaths have increased in larger proportion 
in a majority of the towns, owing in part, doubtless, to causes previ- 
ously alluded to. * 

The following Table is introduced in this Report, because it pre- 
sents in a very concise manner the average relative percentages to 
population in the different towns, of the births, marriages and deaths, 
occurring therein for a series of ten years, and because it will doubt- 
less fall under the eye of many persons to whom it may be of interest, 
and who have had no opportunity of examination in a previous Re- 
port. Diagrams are also introduced in this Report for the first time, 
to present the results shown in Table XVI in another way. 
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In Taljle XVI., will be found the aggregate number of births, mar- 
riiigcs and deaths that occurred in each of the several towns of the 
State, during a period of ten years, with the annual average to the 
population, and average percentage of the same. 

In tlie division of deaths, there will also be found the aggregate age 
of all tlie decedents in each of the towns, during the same period, and 
the average age of all. 

The i)opulation of the State has been gradually, though not rapidly, 
increasing, in nearly all of the towns, and has therefore changed more 
or less in numbers in each of them, during the period of ten years. 
It was, therefore, desirable to ascertain, as far as possible, the average 
population of each of tlie towns during the period of time taken, for 
tlie i)urpose stated. Upon finding the average population of several 
towns, it was seen that the number was near the population by the 
Census of 1875, and the number by that Census presenting an approx- 
imate mean sufficiently near for all practical purposes, it was there- 
fore adopted as a basis for the averages and percentages of the same, 
with few exceptions. 

The exceptions of towns to the whole number of ten years in the 
preceding Table, are : Lincoln, North Smithfield and Smithfield, 
which were organized as at present constituted in 1871, and therefore 
cover a period of nine years, and North Providence, which was divided 
in 1874, and covers a period of six years only. Providence had a 
considerable accession of population from North Providence, in 1874, 
which has been taken into account in the estimated average. 

It will be seen upon an examination of Table XVI., that the pro- 
portions of the average number of each of the several classes of events 
to the population of the towns and sections where they occur, vary 
very considerably even in a long series of years, though very much 
less than during single years. 

It will also be noticed that the larger the population, the more uni- 
form, as a rule, will be the percentages, especially of births and 
deaths. The aggregation of the town populations into counties is an 
example. 

BIRTHS. 

In the division of births, it will be found that the average propor- 
tion of that class of events, to the population, varies from one birth 
in every 33.54 persons, or nearly three per cent., in Bristol, to one 
birth in every 99.59 persons, or about one per cent., in Jamestown. 

The towns having an exceptionally high birth rate, following Bris- 
tol, are: Lincoln, one birth in every 35.61 persons; Woonsocket, one 
in every 36.29; North Providence, one in every 40.92 persons. 

Following Jamestown, the towns having a noticeably low birth rate. 
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are: Barrington, one birth in every 75.96 persons; Portsmouth, one 
in every 74.22; Exeter, one in every 73.24; and Foster, one in every 
72. 78 persons. 

Among the larger aggregate populations of the State, Providence 
city and Bristol county show the largest proportion of births to pop- 
ulation; that is. Providence one in every 37 persons, or 2.70 per 
cent., and Bristol county one in every 42.00 persons, or 2.38 per cent. 

The towns of Providence county show an average birth rate of one 
to every 46.67 persons, or 2.14 per cent.; Washington county, one in 
every 49.36 persons, or 2.03 per cent.; and Kent county, one in every 
49.33, or 2.02 per cent. 

In Newport county towns, the birth rate is one birth in every 57.62 
of the population, or 1.65 per cent., while in Newport city, the pro- 
portion is one in every 41.43 persons, or 2.42 per cent. The difference 
of birth rates between the towns of Newport county and the city of 
Newport, for the term of ten years, is rather less than for the last 
five years. 

In Newport county, the average proportion is one birth in every 
46.09 persons, or 2.16 per cent., and in Providence county, one in 
every 43.81, or 2.28 per cent. 

The annual average for the whole state is one in every 44. 75 per- 
sons, or 2.23 per cent of the population. 

MARRIAGES. 

For various obvious reasons, the marriage rates of the different 
towns present very much less uniformity than those of either births 
or deaths. The proportions vary from one person married in every 
32.69 of the population, or 3.06 per cent., in Foster, to one person 
married in every 163.42 persons, or 0.61 per cent., in Cranston — a 
difference of more than five to one. 

The towns having an unusually high marriage rate, following Fos- 
ter, are: Tiverton, with an average annual rate of one person married 
in every 39.05 of the population, or 2.56 per cent.; Exeter, 2.36 per 
cent,; "Westerly, 2:35 percent. ; and Glocester, 2.23 per cent. 

At the other extreme, following Cranston, are: Johnston, with one 
person married in every 110.00 persons, or. 90 per cent.; Middletown, 
.91 per cent.; and North Providence, Jamestown and Lincoln, eacli 
falling short of one per cent, of the population in the annual 
average. 

In the counties, the ratios of persons married, to the population, 
are seen to be much more uniform. Tlie percentages are as follows: 
Bristol county, 1.64 per cent.; Kent county, 1.77 per cent.; Newport 
county, 1.60 per cent.; Providence county, 1.90 per cent.; and Wash- 
ington county, 1.85 per cent. 
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In the whole State, for the period of ten years, the annual average 
is one person married to every 53.79 persons, or 1.86 per cent. 

DEATHS. 

The greatest mortality, in proportion to population, is found in the 
city of Providence, with an annual average of one decedent to every 
50.24 persons, or 1.99 per cent; following which is the town of 
Woonsocket, with an annual average of one decedent in every 51.66 
of the population, or 1.92 per cent. Following Woonsocket in the 
bad eminence of a high death rate, are: Cranston, with the average 
annual ratio of 1.82 per cent.; Richmond and West Greenwich, 1.71 
per cent. each. For the period of ten years, no town in the State 
sliows an average annual death rate as high as two per cent., the city 
of Providence however falling short by only a small fraction. 

The minimum ratio of mortality to population, is found in the 
town of Jamestown, with one decedent to every 116.19 persons, or 
0.86 per cent. Jamestown, it will be remembered, had also the min- 
imum percentage of births. 

As a rule, it will be found that a high birth rate in any town will 
also be attended by a high death rate. The reason will be obvious, 
when it is remembered that of every 100 children born in the State of 
Rliode Island, during the last twenty-five years, 35 have ceased to 
exist at the end of five years. 

Next to Jamestown, the towns showing a low rate of mortality, 
are: New Shoreham, one decedent in every 103.33 persons, or 0.96 
per cent., and Foster, one in every 102.20 ^lersons, or 0.98 per cent. 

Newport city shows an average annual mortality of 14.5 in each 
one thousand, and Providence city, 19.9 in each one thousand. 

In the counties, the ratios of mortality are as follows: 

Bristol County 15.4 in each one thoasand. 

Kent County *. 13.8 in each one thoasand. 

Newport County 13.5 in each one thoasand. 

Providence County 16.7 in each one thoasand. 

Washington County 13.7 in each one thousand. 

Whole State 15.9 in each one thoasand. 

There is a small relative loss in the State in leaving out the de- 
cedents in North Providence previous to 1874, and it cannot -be said 
that the estimated average population is absolutely exact within a 
score of persons, but it will be admitted that the numbers taken are 
sufficiently approximate for relative comparisons, and all other practi- 
cal purposes. 

In order to facilitate comparisons of the average percentages to the 
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population, of the births, marriages and deaths in the different coun- 
ties of Ehode Island, and also the State, during the period of ten 
years from 187Q to 1879, inclusive, the following synopsis is pre- 
sented: 

Marriages, 
Births, one person married Deaths, 

one in every in every. one in every 

Bristol County 42.09 60.95 64.74 

Kent County 49.33 56.38 72.41 

Newport County 46.09 62.25 73.97 

Providence County 43.81 52.30 59.60 

Washington County 49.36 54^01 72.71 

Whole State 44.75 53.79....'. 62.59 

It may be of interest to contrast the births, on the basis of each 
100 of the same, during the last ten years, with the number of per- 
sons married, and with the number of deaths for the same period, in 
each of the larger divisions of the State, and in the whole State. 

In Bristol county, the aggregate of births for the period named, 
was 2,618; number of persons married, 1,808; number of deaths 
1,702. The proportions, therefore stands as follows: For every 100 
births there were 65.01 deaths, and 34.50 marriages, or 69.00 persons 
married. 

In Kent county, the aggregates were: Births, 4,125; marriages, 
1,806; deaths, 2,810. The proportions are as follows: For every 
100 births there were 43.78 marriages, or 87.56 persons married, and 
68.12 persons died. 

In Newport county there were 4,750 births, 1,758 marriages, and 
2,959 deaths. The ratio for every 100 births, 37. 16 marriages, or 
74.23 persons married, and 62.30 persons died. 

In Providence county there were 42,214 births, 17,681 marriages, 
and 31,027 deaths. For every 100 births there were 41.88 marriages, 
or 83.77 persons married, and 73.50 deaths. 

In Washington county there were 4,064 births, 1,857 marriages, 
and 2,759 deaths. For every 100 births there were 45.69 marriages, 
or 91.38 persons married, and 67.90 persons died. 

In the whole State, for the same period, there were 58,771 births, 
24,006 marriages, or 48,012 persons married, and 41,257 jiersons died. 
The proportions for the whole State are, therefore, for every 100 
births there were 40.84, marriages, or 81.69 persons married, and 
70.20 persons died. 

The following recapitulatory summary will present the foregoing 
remarks more concisely and clearly. 

8 
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Penons married. Deaths. 

Bristol County To every 100 births there were 60.00 ^.01 

Kent County To every 100 births there were 87.66 68.18 

Newport County To every 100 births there were T4.28 62.40 

Providence County To every 100 births.there were 88.77 78.50 

Washington County To every 100 births there were 91.88 ft7.90 

Whole State To every 100 births there were 81.69 70.20 

AVEBAGE AGE. 

It will be borne in mind, that the circumstance of average individ- 
ual longevity, in any town or division of the State is not dependent 
on the relative healthf ulness of the location. The surroundings must 
be necessarily salubrious to promote length of life; but the character 
of the habitations, the home methods of living, dietetic and other- 
wise, the public habits and customs, the average intelligence, indus- 
try and morality of the populace, are potent factors of the length or 
brevity of life. 

Then the circumstance of slow increase of population, owing to 
the departure, at an early age, of a large proportion of the popula- 
tion to engage in the active occupations of life, in other localities, and 
leaving but a meagre percentage of young adults to establish families, 
in the child bearing period of life, and the necessary corollary of a 
diminished percentage of births, of which about 35 in each 100 would 
be expected to have ceased to exist at the expiration of the fifth year, 
thus lowering the average age in towns having a high birth rate, and 
raising it in towns having a low birth rate. 

It will, therefore, be understood that to obtain a fairly approximate 
knowledge of the relative healthfulness of the towns, and consequent 
relative longevity of the inhabitants of each, the various circumstan- 
ces alluded to above must be taken into consideration. 

Upon consultation of Table XVI., it will be seen that the maximum 
average age of all the decedents during the last ten years, was in the 
town of Charlestown; that is, 54.33 years. The minimum average 
age of the whole number of decedents, for the same period, was in 
the town of Lincoln; that is, 22.14 years. 

It will be noticed that the birth rate in Charlestown is but little 
more than half that of Lincoln, and a reasonable inference would be 
that the higher average age at death in Charlestown was owing, in 
great part at least, to the absence of a large proportional number of 
that class which is peculiarly subject to fatal diseases at an early age. 

Following Charlestown, in presenting an advanced average. age at 
the time of decease, are: Little Compton, 53.69 years; Foster, 53.14 
years; Jamestown, 51.62 years; Exeter, 51.58 years. 

Of the minimum average age, next to Lincoln, are: Woousocket, 
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24.49 years; Providence city, 27.76 years; East Providence, 28.26 
years; Pawtiicket, 29.81 years. 

The following summary will show the average age of decedents in 
the different counties and in the whole State: 

Bristol Ooanty Average age at death 33.77 years. 

Kent County Average age at death 85.29 years. 

Newport County Average age at death 39.35 years. 

Providence County Average age at death 28.37 years. 

Washington County Average age at death 40.52 years. 

Whole state ; i Average age at death 30.68 years. 

Table XVII. 
Showing the proportions of Births, Marriages and Deaths, to the pop- 

m 

ulation, in the aggregate for 'the whole State, in 
each of the last eleven years. 





BIRTHS. 


MARRIAGES. 


DEATHS. 


YEARS. 


Number. 


To popula- 
tion one 
birth in 


Number. 


Of popula- 
tion one 

person mar- 
ried in 

* 


Number. 


Of popula- 
tion one 
death in 


Deaths in 

each 100 of 

the popula- 

lation. 


1869 


5,245 
5,215 
5,678 
6,143 
6,022 
6,466 
6,506 
6,329 
6,235 
6,714 
6,350 
6,295 


41.4 
41.7 
38.2 
35.4 
36.1 
39.9 
39.7 
40.8 
41.4 
38.5 
43.6 
43.9 


2,289 
2,362 
2,336 
2,537 
2,630 
2,541 
2,485 
2,253 
2,282 
■ 2,324 
2,396 
2.769 


47.5 
46.0 
46.5 
42.9 
41.3 
50.8 
52.0 
57.3 
56.6 
55.7 
57.8 
49.9 


3,382 
3,238 
3,344 
4,247 
4,403 
4,229 
4,317 
4,116 
4,450 
4,441 
4,472 
4,829 


64.2 
67.1 
65.0 
51.2 
49.4 
61.1 
59.8 
62.7 
58.0 
58.1 
61.9 
57.3 


1.56 


1870 

1871 


1.49 
1.54 


1872 


1.95 


1878 

1874 


2.03 
1.64 


1875 


1.67 


1876 


1.59 


1877 


1.72 


l87o 

1879 

1880 


1.72 
1.60 
1.75 









It will be seen by the above Table, that the number of births re- 
corded in the State during the year 1880, was less by 55 than during 
the preceding year, and less by 419 than in 1878. 

The difference between the numbers reported in 1878 and 1880 is 
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not grciiter than has occiired before, and considerable fluctuation may 
1)0 considered the rule. 

Tlie i)roportion of births to population, in the whole State, accord- 
ing to the Census of 1880, is one to every 43.9, or about 2.3 per cent. 
The proportion of one birth in every 38.5 as given in the Report for 
1878, was based upon the State Census of 1875, and, as then stated, 
was larger than the actual population at the time would warrant. 







b — 


f- -SB 


^M 


5 — 
S 

S 

5 

n 

a- 

s- - 

s- - 


- m 

II T 

r 

£5 

-- - If 

= 1 

ll 




S 


II 

Fa 
- n 


■ !r 111! iiliJiriliili l-i! 


1- J 





S8ll.] nEATI 

Sf — ~ 

s— 1 — ■ 


1 1^ ' 




l^ 






3 

2 

2 


• 

, H 
Ii 
|l 

- - II 
it 
^1 




i"' M ^ . : - M : M 

II i : - N : : : Mh 

I :M:i;M:: 
! J j 1 1 1 1 1 i 1 1 


!l 
MMMMH l!l 

1 N 3 ,1 ?M i ^ H' 

j a 1 1 1 a 1 i S 1 


L M 



^B'«6 


TWENTY-EIGHTH KKOISTRATION REPORT. [18S0. ^^H 


^m 




g 


^1 
















^H 




^^^1 


^H 






m i 


m 


^^H 




■ 


^B ^ 


" 




^B 1 








■ 








H f 


, 1 


^^H 


" 


^^H 












ITI T 


1 


^1 1 


2 — - 
















^^^H J ^ 






^^^ 1^ 


— - 




^^16 


,.^ 




1 l!l &S 






ill 


- 




^^ ^ s 


«__- 




B i^ 










: H M M M ! ^ 


^1 ^ 




mH: Mm! 1 


^1 1 


1^ NN NhMI 


i j : ; i ^M 


H 1 




h M M M M '^1 








B ^ 


3 ;■;::;::::: 


^^H 




g ;;;■■: ^ ■: i i 


^^1 


^B 


lililiili J 


iililliiji 1 



BIRTHS, 1880. 



The general statistics of births in Rhode Island during the year 
1880, derived from the returns sent to this office, may be found on 
pages 2 to 6 inclusive, in Tables I, II and III. 

The whole number reported is 6,295, and as before stated, is 55 less 
than that of 1879. 

SEX OF THE CHILDREN BORN. 

Of the 6,295 children whose births were reported in 1880, there 
were 3,241 males and 3,054 females. This gives 104.8 males to each 
100 females, or 51.48 males and 48.52 females in each 100 children. 

The following recapitulatory Table shows the numbers and sex, and 
the proportions of each sex of the children born in Rhode Island, in 
each of the last twenty-seven years: 

Table XVIII. 



Years. 

1854... 
1856... 
1866... 
1857... 
1858... 
1859... 
1860... 
1861... 
1862... 
1863... 
1864... 
1865... 
1866... 
1867... 
1868... 
1869... 
1870... 
1871... 
1873... 
1878... 
1874... 
1876... 
1876... 
1877... 
1878... 
1879... 
1880... 



Males. 

.1,081. 
.1,493. 
.1,479. 
.2,057. 
.2,200. 
.2,209. 
.2,268. 
.2.531 
.2,152. 
.1,892. 
1,949. 
.2,096. 
.2,546. 
.2,665. 
.2,745 
.2,685. 
.2,679. 
..2,878. 
.8,085. 
.8,135. 
.8,311. 
.3,362. 
.3,291. 



Males to each 
Females. 100 Females. 

. .1,003 ...107.8, or... 

...1,407 



.1,948. 

2,053. 
.2,097. 

2,212. 
.2,291. 
.1,967. 

1,288. 

1,942. 



.1,857 112.9, or 

,2,356 108.0, or 



Males. 

51.87 and 

105 0, or 51.22 and 

105.1, or 51.25 and 

105.6, or... 51.36 and 

107.2, or 51.73 and 

105.3, or 51.30 and 

102.3, or 50.57 and 

110.5, or 52.49 and 

109.4, or 52.25 and 

1C5.8, or 51.41 and 

100.8, or 50.09 and 

53.02 and 

51.94 and 



Females. 

48.13 in each 100 



2,464 107.0, or 51.87 and 

2,627 104.5, or. 51.10 and 

2,560 104.9, or 51.19 and 

2,536 105.6, or 51 .37 and 

2,800 102.8, or 50.69 and 

3,058 100.9, or 50.22 and 

2,887 108 6, or 52.06 and 

3,155 104.9, or 51.21 and 

3,146 '. . . . 106.9, or 51 .66 and 

3,038 108.3, or 52. CO and 

8,163 3,072 103.0, or 50.73 and 

8,402 3,312 102.7, or 50.67 and 

3,259 3,091 105.4 . or 51.82 and 

3,241 3,054 106.8, or 51.48 and 



48.78 
48.75 
48.64 
48.27 
48.70 
49.43 
47.51 
47.75 
48.59 
49.91 
46.98 
48.06 
48.13 
48.90 
48.81 
48.63 
49.31 
49.78 
47.94 
48.79 
48.84 
48.00 
49.27 
49.33 
48.68 
48.52 



n each 100 
n each 100 
n each 100 
in each 100 
n each 100 
n each 100 
n each 100 
n each 100 
n each 100 
in each 100 
n each 100 
n each 100 
in each 100 
n each 100 
in each 100 
in each 100 
n each 100 
n each 100 
in each 100 
n each 100 
n each 100 
in each 100 
n each 100 
n each 100 
in each 100 
n each 100 
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Tlie number of children whose birtlia were recorded in 1880, were 
not only lees than in the preceding year, bnt also less than in any 
preceding year since 1873, with the exception of 1877, when the 
slightly smaller number was of the male sex only. The number of 
male children born in 1880 was 18 less than in 1879, and 161 less 
than in 1878. The number of female children in same year was 37 
less thun in 1879, and leas than in any preceding jeai- since 1876. 



PROPORTION OP THE SEXES. 

The proportion of each sex to the whole nnmber Tariea more or 
less every year, as might reasonably be expected. 

In Table II, on pages four and five, may be found the number of 
the children born in the different divisions of the State during the 
year, and in the several months of the year, with the nnmber of each 
sex respectively. 

The following Table will present, in a more concise manner, the 
whole number of children of each sex in each division, whose birtha 
were recorded during 1880. 

Table .XIX. 



BiBTUS, 1880. 
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There has been no yeai- during the whole period of registration in 
which the number of male children born during the year has not ex- 
ceeded the number of female children born during the same time. 

This is shown very clearly in Table XVIII. In 1865 the proportion 
was 112.9 males to each 100 females, or about 53 males and 17 females 
in each 100 births, an excess of 60 males in each thousand births. 

In 1880, the male children born were in excess in every county 
except Washington, and also in excess in the cities of Providence and 
Newjjort. 

The proportions however vaiy considerably. In Bristol County the 
males were 117.3 to each 100 females, while in Washington County 
the mules were only .95 to each 100 females; Kent County shows a 
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proportion of 110.5 males, and Newport County Towns 137.3 males 
to each 100 females. 

The larger the population, the less will be the variation from year 
to year. In the city of Providence and in the whole State, the varia- 
tions have, with one or two exceptions, scarcely exceeded three or 
four in a hundred within the last twenty-eight years. 

The proportions in the whole State for 1880, were 106.1 males to 
each 100 females; in the city of Providence, 107.6 males, and in the 
State, excluding Providence, 105.6 males to each 100 females. 

PROPORTION OF THE SEXES. 

Contrast of the city of Providence with the rest of the State, 

In order to illustrate the difference, if any exist, between city life, 
and village and country life, as found in Rhode Island, a comparison 
of the statistics of births in the city of Providence, with those re- 
ported from the rest of the State, will be presented. 

These comparisons would hardly be a fair test of the influences of 
city life, as they might be found in cities less favored than the city of 
Providence, in regard to location, and other circumstances and condi- 
tions favorable to health, and a purely country life. 

There are several large and many small villages in the State, and 
parts of the city of Newport, where may be found existing all the 
conditions contributing to either temporary physical or mental exal- 
tation, or final mental and physical degeneration, almost, if not quite 
as largely as any locations in the city of Providence. 

The whole number of births in the city of Providence during the 
year 1880 was 2,626, of which 1,361 were males, and 1,265 were fe- 
males. The proportion of males to females would, therefore, be as 
follows: 107.6 males to each 100 females, or 51.82 males and 48.18 
females in each 100 children born. 

In the rest of the State, during the same year, the whole number, 
of children born was 3,669, of which 1,880 were males, and 1,789 
were females, or 51.24 males and 48.76 females in each 100 births. 

The following shows the proportion of the sexes of the children 
born in Providence, and in the rest of the State, during the years 
1878, 1879 and 1880; and also in the twenty-five years from 1854 to 
1878, inclusive: 

1878. 

Males to each 
Males. Females. 100 Females. Males. Females. 

Providence City 1,335 1,250 106.8, or 51.64 and 48.86 in each 100. 

Rest of the State 2,067 2,062 100.2, or 50.06 and 49.94 in each 100. 
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1879. 

Males to each 
Malea. Females. 100 Females. Males. Females. 

Providence City 1,297 i,?25 105.7, or ..61. 48 and 48.57 in each 100. 

Rest of the State 1,962 1,866 105.1, or 51.26 and 48.75 in each 100. 

1880. 

Males to each 
Malep. Females. 100 Females. Males. Females. 

Providence City 1,361 1,265 107.6, or 51.82 and 48.18 in each 100. 

Rest of the State 1,880 1,789 106.1, or 51.24 and 48.76 in each 100. 

TWENTY-FIVE YEARS, 1854 TO 1878, INCLUSIVE. 

Males to each 

Males. Females. 100 Females. Males. Females. 

Providence City 24,051 22,774 105.6, or 61.86 and 48.64 in each 100. 

Rest of the State 38,297 35,723 107 2, or 51.74 and 48.26 in each 100. 

A i)criod of a quarter of a century affords a very fair number of 
years for summing up the results of single years, for the purpose of 
ascertaining tlie general averages, and arriving at approximate con- 
clusions to say the least. 

From the averages of twenty-five years, 1854 to 1878 inclusive, as 
shown in tlie summary above, it would seem that the influences of 
city life as existing in the city of Providence, and the influences of 
village and country life as existing elsewhere in the State, in the 
causation of sex, were not very dissimilar, or that the differences of 
sex in the children born in Rhode Island, were but slightly influenced 
bv them. 

The following Table, continued from the last report, shows the rel- 
ative pro})ortions of the sexes, in each of the last eighteen years, in 
each of the larger divisions of the State, and in the whole State: 
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1863 


120.0 
106.8 
119.8 
109.4 
115.5 
117.4 
116.7 
126.4 
131.8 
109.2 
1292 
98.7 
952 
142.1 
188.7 
120 5 
124.3 
117.2 


98.4 

87.3 

118.2 

113.1 

98.3 

88.7 

116.7 

111.6 

97.9 

92.8 

113.0 

111.9 

103.1 

104.4 

102,4 

120.6 

95.5 

110.5 


97.0 

90.6 
108.8 
103.4 
117.8 
100.2 
102.7 
100.0 
132.5 
109.1 
117.9 
101.3 

97.7 
108.5 

98.5 

94.8 

103.6 

113.0 


101.8 
107.4 
118.9 
104.9 
106.3 
101.6 
98.0 
105.1 
100.8 
103.5 
104.6 
110.4 
104 3 
108.0 
100.3 
101.5 
105.4 
102.4 


111.4 

97.3 

113.8 

108.4 

104.5 

102.4 

107.5 

104.9 

95.2 

95.7 

109.0 

102.9 

109.1 

106.8 

104.9 

106.8 

105.7 

107.6 


108.7 
103.4 

88.1 
124.0 
120.4 
136.5 
120.6 

99.5 
113.3 
110.6 
104.7 

94.0 
134.3 
103.7 

95.3 

78.8 
106.3 

95.4 


105.8 


1864 


100.8 


1865 

1866 


112.9 
108.0 


1867 

1868 


107.7 
104.6 


1869 


104.9 


1870 

1871 


105.6 
102.8 


1872 

1873 


100.9 
108.6 


1874.. 

1875 


104.9 
106.9 


1876 

1877 .. 


108.3 
103.0 


1878 


102.7 


1879 


105.4 


1880 


106.1 



The difference in the number of each sex comparatively, as they 
vary from year to year in the different divisions of the State, is a mat- 
ter of some curiosity. Thus, we find by an examination of Table XX, 
that in Bristol County, in 1876, the proportions were 142.1 males to 
each 100 females, while in the preceding year there were but 95.2 to 
each 100 females. In Washington county, in 1868, the proportions 
were 136.5 males to each 100 females; while in 1878, in the same 
county, they stood 78.8 males to each 100 females. Nothing is known 
as to the causes of these differences, and they are simply regarded as 
fortuitous events. And why there should be in every year, in every 
population of more than fifty thousand persons, a preponderance of 
births of male children, is a question still unsettled. 

From observations made by physicians for all the periods of medi- 
cal writings, it does not appear tliat the greater physical vigor of 
either parent, has much influence in the causation of sex. 

During 1880, Bristol County reported the largest proportion of 

10 
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males to fomitles, and the same may be said of that cotinty daring the 
lust five years, showing a proportionate average for that period of 
128,5 males to each 100 females. 

The town of Bristol has not only shown a large proportion of males 
to females, but has also the highest birth rate of any town in the 
State. 

births: sex and season. 

The number of births as they occurred during the several months 
in the year 1880, and the different divisions of the State in which they 
occnrred, may be fonnd in Table II, page 4. From it the number of 
childi-cn bom during each month and quarter of the year may be as- 
certained, and the relative proportions of the sexes, during each of 
these periods, and also the aggregates and proportions of the same for 
the whole State. 

The following Table will present a summary of the quarterly peri- 
ods, number of births and proportions of the sexes for those periods, 
in the whole State: 



Uales. 

1. Januaty—Marcli TM... 

a. April— Jbdb 736... 

3. July— September 8S4 .. 



Females. lOD Fen 



, October— Decembei 



Whole Year, 1880 3,2*1 



MBlee. Females. 




Da a and 47.T 


in 


each 100. 


.48.6 and 50.5 


in 


esck 100. 


isa.7 and 4D.3 


In 


each 100. 


.68.0 and 47.0 


In 


each 100 



The following Table, continued from the last i-eport, shows the 
number of male children born to each 100 female children, in each 
quarter of each of tlio last fifteen years: 



B.'l877.187B. 1875. 1874.. 18Ta. 1812. !i8Il. 1870. IBSB. 1868.1367., 1808. 



gd Quarter. .. 
adQnartt.'i'.... 
4th Quarter., 



).8106,1, 



iis.s loe.g 1D3.S 



M.oioc.Bim.oios.r 97.7100.4 98.a! 93.aiia.4' 
)4.2 as.hos.i'msi iia.s loe.s iob.kIioo.b' m.o 

11. B 103.8 91.6 lOa.O )lVt,» 105.1 109.9:101 .Sj maiOl.O I'I1.B,I03.1'I10.4|11 
lI.4103.01Ol.9110.41O7.il 105.9 110.4,003.4 105.0 loe.AoBB H.a 106.6 10 



.. 10S.IiaS.4JOS.TI03.a,10B.aiOe.B,ID4.Sil08.e 100.9,101.8106.6 104.9 104.BU07.7 106.0 
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The proportions of the sexes of children born during 1880 in Ehode 
Island, in the different quarterly periods, have varied more than the 
average of fifteen years. There was a difference of about six per cent, 
more of males than of the opposite sex, between the first and third 
quarters; and a difference of seven and one-half per cent, in favor of 
the male sex, between the second and fourth quarters. 

The proportion of the whole year, 106.1 males to each 100 females, 
is larger than the average of fifteen years, which is 105.0 males to 
each 100 females. 

The possible influence of season in the causation of the sex of the 
children born in Rhode Island, may be more fully illustrated by the 
following summary prepared for that purpose, and which shows the 
number and sex of the children born in the State in each quarter of 
the year, and also the proportions of the sexes in each quarter, in the 
aggregate of a period of twenty years next preceding 1880: 

Males to each 
Males. Females. 100 Females. Males, r Females. 

1. January— March 12,912 12,202 105,8, or 51.41 and 48.59 in each 100 births. 

2. April— June 18,006 12,226 106.4, or 51.55 and 48.45 in each 100 births. 

3. July— September 14,188 18,611 104.8, or 50.85 and 49.15 in each 100 births. 

4. October— December . . . 14,971 14,072 106.4, or 51 .55 and 48.45 in each 100 births. 



Whole No. 20 years. . .65,077 52,151 105.6, or 51.37 and 48.63 in each 100 births. 

It will be seen that the greatest average difference between the 
numbers of the sexes born in the different quarters, is between the 
third quarter; and the second and fourth, which are alike. This dif- 
ference of 104.3 males to each 100 females, in the third quarter, or 
about 2.2 per cent, males in excess of females in each 100 children 
born of both sexes, compared with the largest average of any quarter, 
that is 106.4 males to each 100 females, or about 3.2 per cent, males in 
excess of females, and which is less than one per cent., is not strongly 
confirmatory of a belief that season has any decided influence in the 
causation of sex. 

BIRTHS AND SEASON. 

The influence of season in regard to human productiveness, includ- 
ing the whole number of children of both sexes born, may also claim 
attention as a question of considerable importance. 

The following Table shows the total number of children born in the 
State of Rhode Island, (according to the returns,) in each quarter of 
each of the last ten years; and also the aggregate number and the 
percentage of the aggregate in each quarter for twenty-seven years, 
from 1853 to 1879, inclusive: 
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Table XXII. 



I I 

QUARTERS. IMO. 1879. 1878. 1877. 1876. 1876. 1874.' 1878. 1872. 



1871. 



1853 to 1879. 



Number. 



Jununry-March. .. 1,521 1,465 1,622 1,399 1,534 1,546 1,485 1,382 1,348' 1,832 80,402 

: ■ I 

April— June 1,483 1,556 1,565 1,406 1,496 1,608 1,555; 1,399 1,464 l,299i 80,116 

I i I 

July-September... 1,640 1,053 1,731 1,674 1,668 1,668 1,682' 1.6S3 l,663;i,475' 83,599 

October— December 1,651 1,676 1,796 1,756 1,641 1,686 1,744 1,658 1,668' 1,572; 34,079 



Whole year 6,295 6,350 0,714 6,235 6,329 6,508 6,466 , 6,022 6,143 5,678 




Per cent. 



23.71 
23.50 
26.21 
26 58 



100.00 



During a period of twenty-seven years, as will be seen by the above 
Tii])lo, the average order of the occurrence of births in the different 
(jujirters of tlie year, from the smallest number upward, has been as 
follows, viz. second, first, third, fourth. The returns for 1880 show 
the same result. 

The year 1880 also follows the rule of the long period in returning 
a considerably smaller number during the first than during the last 
half of the year, although the difference is not as great during 1880, 
in which year the proportions stand 47.7 of the whole number during 
the first lialf, and 52.3 during the last half, as against the average of 
47.2 during the first, and 52.8 during the last half of the years com- 
posing the long period. 

It has been mentioned in* previous reports, that in the city of 
Providence Avhen the facts of birth are collected semi-annually, the 
difference in the number between the first and last halves of the year 
is much less, and suggests the probability of incomplete collection of 
the occurrences of birth in localities where the collection is deferred 
to the commencement of the following year. 

The percentages of the ditt'erent quarters of the year 1880, were as 
follows: First quarter, 24.16; Second quarter, 23.55; Third quarter, 
2G.08; Fourth quarter, 26.21. 



PARENTAGE. 

By reference to Table I., page 2, in the division of births, there 
will be found the parentage of the children born in Rhode Island 
during the year 1880. It will be seen that of the whole number — 
6,295 — there were 2,741 c^f American parentage, 2,555 foreign, and 
999 of mixed parentage. 

The following Table will show the parentage of the children born 
in the State, and the variations of the same from year to year, in each 



1880.] 



BIRTHS. 



77 



of the last five years, and also the number and variations occurring in 
four periods of five years each, from 1858 to 1877 inclusive. 

Table XXIII. 



PARENTAGE. 



American 

Foreign 

Amer. father and For. mother. 
For. father and Amer. mother. 
Parentage not stated 



Total. 



1880. 


1879. 


1873. 


1877. 


1876. 


5 years. 

1873 to 

1877. 


5 years. 

186810 
1872. 


5 years. 

1863 to 

1867. 


2,741 


2,767 


2,887 


2,665 


2,585 


13,431 


12,214 


9,712 


2,555 


2,573 


2,848 


2,642 


2,873 


13,990 


12,866 


9,968 


417 


442 


463 


416 


354 


11,782 


1,353 


876 


582 


668 


516 


512 

• ■ ■ • • 


517 

• • • • • 


2,357 


1,720 


941 
70 


6,295 


6,350 


6,714 


6,235 


6,329 


31,560 


27,653 


21,567 



5 years. 

1858 to 

1862, 



10,609 

9,697 

814 

755 

228 

22,098 



The changes that have occurred in the proportions of the births in 
the different classes, during the period of twenty-three years, may be 
shown in a different, and perhaps clearer manner, by the following 
Table of percentages : 
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Table XXIV. 



PARENTAGE. 


1880. 


1879. 


1878. 


1877. 


1876. 


5 years. 

1873 to 

1877. 


5year8. 

1868 to 

1872. 


5years. 

1863 to 

1867. 


5yeare. 

1858 to 

1862. 


American 

Foreign 


43.55 

40.60 

6.62 

9.23 


43.57 

40.53 

6.96 

8.94 


43.00 

42.82 

6.35 

783 


42.74 

42 38 

6.67 

8.21 


40.84 

45.40 

5.59 

8.17 


42.55 

44.35 

5.84 

7.26 


44.17 

44.72 

4.89 

6.22 


45.18 

46 37 

407 

4.38 


48.50 
44.38 


Amer. father and For. mother. 
For. fatheriind Amer. mother. 


8.72 
3.45 


Total 


100.00 


100.00 


109.00 


100.00 


100.00 


100.00 


100.00 


100.00 


100.00 















The above Table is interesting as showing the changes that have 
occurred in Rhode Island, in regard to the proportions respectively of 
the children born of native and foreign born citizens, and of children 
born of parents of which one was native and the other foreign born. 

It will be observed that during the period of five years, from 1858 to 
1862 inclusive, the proportion of births of purely American parents 
was nearly one half of the Avhole number. It will also be observed 
that the proportion of births of children of the same parentage grad- 
ually lessened until in 1876, fourteen years thereafter, it was only 
40.84 per cent. It then in the following year began to increase, and 



78 TWENTY-EIGHTH REOISTBA'BION REPORT. [1880. 

has so continued to tlie present time, the difference between the year 
18T9 and 1880, however, being exceedingly slight, a simple falling off 
of less than three hundredths of one per cent. 

It will he seen also that the maximum proportion of births of chil- 
dren of i)urely foreign parentage occurred between 1863 and 1867, 
since which time, with slight exceptions, the proportion has gradually 
declined. 

In 18G3 the proportion of children born of foreign parentage was 
46.79, the largest during the existence of the State. 

In 1880 the proportion of the same was 40.60. 

In the meantime the proportion of children bom of American 
fathers and foreign mothers has increased from 3.72 per cent, in 1863, 
and in the average of five previous years, to 6.6'4 per cent, in 1880. 

At tlie same time, and during the same period, the childrenborn 
of foreign fathers and American mothers have increased from the 
proportion of 3.45 per cent, to 9.23 per cent. 

Previous to 1863 the number of children born of mixed parentage 
was scarcely more than seven per cent, in any year. In 1879 the 
pro})ortion of tlie same was 15.90 per cent., and in 1880 15.85 per 
cent. 

It has been the custom, for several years past, to contrast the num- 
ber and percentages of the children born in the different classes with 
the percentages according to population. But at the time of making 
u]) tliis Report the number of persons of foreign parentage in Rhode 
Ishind (not exclusively foreign born) had not been forwarded from the 
Census Bureau, at Washington. 

COLORED CHILDREN. 

The number of births of children of colored parentage reported for 
tlie year 1880 is 140. They are always included in the general statis- 
tics of births, but having some special importance as to the survival 
of the race, and other questions, they have had a separate considera- 
tion. The number is smaller by 19 than that of 1879, and smaller 
by :yz than that of 1878. 

In regard to sex the numbers and proportions were as follows, viz. : 
Males, 75; females, 65; or 53.57 males and 46.43 females in every 100 
births; or 115.4 males to each 100 females. 

The towns reporting colored births in 1880, and the number in each, 
are as follows: 
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Bristol 4 Cranston . . 1 Smithfleld 1 

Coventry 1 East Providence 3 NorthKingstown 2 

East Greenwich 4 Foster 1 South Kingstown 4 

Warwick 6 Johnston 2 Richmond 3 

Middletown 1 Lincoln 1 Providence City 87 

NewportCity 19 

Total 140. 

The towns from which no returns of births of colored children were 
made for the year 1880 are as follows, viz. : Barrington, Warren, West 
Greenwich, Jamestown, Little Compton, New Shoreham, Portsmouth, 
Tiverton, Bnrrillville, Cumberland, Glocester, North Providence, 
North Smithfield, Pawtucket, Scituate, Woonsocket, Charlestown, 
Exeter, Hopkinton and Westerly. 

The question of perpetuity of the colored race will be considered 
on another page, where mortality and the color of decedents is taken 
up. 

NUMBER OF THE CHILD OF THE MOTHER IN THE ORDER OF BIRTH. 

Something may be learned of the physical capacity of any people 
by a record of the number and percentage of the births among them, 
and the number of the child of each mother. Such records, however, 
can only afford general conclusions, as there are so many circumstances 
that may prevail to modify the number of births as a whole, and also 
the number born of each mother. 

The following Table shows the number of the child of the mother; 
that is, how many of the children born were reported as the first, 
second, third, &c., of their respective mothers. The statistics on 
this subject begin with the year 1857, and the following Table includes 
the children reported in 1879, and in 1880, and also the total for 
twenty-four years, 1857 to 1880 inclusive: 



80 



TWENTY-EIGHTH REGISTRATION REPORT. 



[1880. 



Table XXV. 



Number of the Ohiud of the Mother. 



First... 
Second. 



Third. 



Fourth. 



Fifth. 



Sixth .. 
Seventh 
Eighth.. 
Ninth. . 



Tenth. 



Eleventh 

Twelfth 

Thirteenth 

Fourteenth 

Fifteenth 

Sixteenth 

Seventeenth 

Eighteenth.... 

Nineteenth 

Twentieth 

Twenty-flret 

Twenty-second . 



Total 




1,435 

1,194 

1,008 

809 

593 

487 

309 

221 

138 

77 

53 

37 

29 

10 

5 

4 

1 











6,350 



1,480 

1,123 

1,014 

770 

581 

439 

307 

211 

140 

93 

74 

26 

14 

13 

5 

5 















6,296 



24 years. 
1857-1880. 



30,183 

24,804 

19,447 

14,607 

10,859 

7,866 

5.503 

3,748 

2.478 

1,612 

933 

561 

285 

145 

80 

42 

26 

7 

5 

3 

3 

2 



123,199 



It will be observed that there was a larger number of births in 1880 
of the first child of the mother than in 1879, and the same was also 
true of the two years preceding 1879. 

The proportionate number of the first children reported in 1880 
was 23.50 in each 100 births. Tliis proportion is smaller than the 
average of a quarter of a century of registration, which is. about 
24.50 in each 100 births. 

There are in every year more or less births reported, in which the 
number of child of the motlier is not given, and therefore the pro- 
portion of each cannot be given with entire exactness, neither does 
the number of births given in the above Table show the entire num- 
ber of children born, because of the same reason. 

The following Table shows what percentage of the children born in 
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each of the last six years were the first, second, &c., children of the 
mothers, and also the average percentage of the same for a period of 
ten years, from 1868 to 1877 inclusive: 

Table XXVI. 



Number of the child. 



1880. 



First 23.50 

Second ' 17.84 

I 

Third ! 16.11 



Fourth 

Fifth 

First to Fifth.. 
Sixth and over. 



12.24 
9.23 



78.92 
21.08 



Total 100 .00 



1879. 


1 
1878. 


1877. 


1876. 


1875. 


22.59 


21.77 


22.93 


24.11 


24.37 


18.80 


20.26 


20.93 


20 63 


20.80 


15.87 


18.90 


16.22 


16.04 


14.98 


12.74 


12.32 


12.09 


12.00 


11.78 


9.3S 


8.77 


9.07 


8.42 


8.81 


79.83 


82.02 


81.29 


81.20 


80.69 


20.67 


17.98 


18.71 18.80 


19.81 


100.00 


100.00 


100.00 100.00 


100.00 



10 years. 

From 1868 

to 1877. 



25.21 

20.65 
15.49 
11.37 
8.38 
81.10 
18.90 



100.00 



It will be seen by the above Table that the proportion of the sec- 
ond children of the mother, born in 1880, was not only smaller than 
in any one of the previous five years, but considerably smaller than 
the average of a period of thirteen years. 

More or less variation is to be ^pected from year to year, but the 
difference between 17.84 per cent, in 1880 and the average of a con- 
siderable number of years (nearly three per cent), is, to say the least, 
quite unusual. 

PLURALITY BIRTHS. 

The statistics of plurality births in Rhode Island for 1880 may be 
found on page C, Table III. It will be seen that there were fifty- 
three cases during the year; all of twins. The number of children 
was 106, of which 55 were males, and 51 were females. 

Of the 53 cases, 25 were in Providence city; 15 in Providence coun- 
ty towns ; 8 in Newport county ; 4 in Bristol county, and one in 
Washington county. 

The parentage of the same was as follows: of the cases 20 were of 
purely American; 20, Irish; 4, English; 2, Portuguese; one German, 
and 6 of mixed parentage, of which 2 were of American fathers, 3 of 
English fathers, and one of Irish father. 

In regard to season, the numbers in the different months were as 
follows : 



January 5 April. 

February 4 May, 

March 5 June 



3 
6 
5 



First quarter 14 Second quarter 14 

Total 



July 5 

August 5 

September 5 

Third quarter 15 



October 2 

November 3 

December 5 

Fourth quarter .. . .19 



,53. 
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The general statistics of births reported in Rhode Island during a 
period of twenty-eight years, that is, from 1863 to 1880 inclusive, 
are as follows: 

133,103 cases' of single births giving 188,102 children. 

1,416 cases of twin births giving 2,832 children. 

18 cases of triple births giving 54 children. 

134,^36 cases of child-birth giving 135,988 children. 

Of the whole number of cases of child-birth (134,536) during the 
twenty-eight years, one in 95.0 produced twins, and one in 7,474 pro- 
duced triplets. 

Of the whole number of children born during the same period 
(135,988), ascertained from the reports, one in every 48 was a twin, 
and one in every 2,519 was a triplet. 

Of the 1,416 cases of plurality births which have occurred in the 
State during the last twenty-eight years, there were 611 cases in 
which both parents were Americans; 674 cases in which both parents 
were foreign; 121 cases in which the parentage was mixed; that is, 
one American and one foreign parent; and 8 in which the parentage 
was not stated. 

The whole number of children born in plurality cases during the 
twenty-eight years was 2,886, of whom 1,453 were males, and 1,429 
were females; the sex of the remaining four was not given. 

STILL-BORN CHILDREN. 

The statistics in relation to still-born children, as stated in previous 
reports, are obtained from the returns of deaths, but are not num- 
bered with, or in any w^ay included in the statistics of deaths of this 
or previous reports. 

For the reason that they occupy a somewhat anomalous position in 
the statistics of life and death, they are given a separate consideration. 

The whole number of still-born children reported in Ehode Island 
for the year 1880 was 192; this is 24 less than for the year 1879, and 
56 less than for 1878. 

The following are the numbers reported from the different divisions 
of the State : 

Bristol County 12 Providence Connty, Towns 37 

Kent County 2 Providence City ^ 181 

Newport County, Towns 4 Washington County. 4 

Newport City 12 Whole State lOS 
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There were fourteen towns from which no report of still-born' chil- 
dren was received, 4 more than in 1879, and 6 more than in 1878. 

Sex. — Of the 192 still-born children, 123 were males and 69 females. 

Parentage. — Of the 192 births of this class, the parentage was 
divided as follows : 

American parents 104 

Foreign parents 88 

Whole number 192 

Color. — The divisions of the still-born children in respect to color 
were as follows : 



White 180 Black. 



12 



The number of colored still-born children was the same as in 1879 
and in 1878. 

Of the white still-born children there were 24 less than in 1879, 
and 44 less than in 1878. 

Season. — The number of still-born children reported in each of the 
several months of 1880 was as follows : 

January 20 May 12 September 12 

February 18 June 18 October 14 

March 15 July 16 November 21 

April. 17 August 9 December 20 

Total... 192 

SUMMARY OF STILL-BORN^. 

The following Table shows the number and sex of the still-born 
children whose births were reported in Khode Island during the 
period from June 1, 1852, to December 31, 1880, and for each of the 
last five years : 

Table XXVII. 



SEX. 



Males 

Females 

Sex not stated. 

Total . 



1880. 


1879. 


1878. 


1877. 


1876. 


128 
69 


124 
92 


149 
99 


147 
95 


181 
92 












192 


216 


248 


242 


223 



June 1, 1862, 

to 
Dec. 31, 1880. 



2,967 

1,982 

62 

6,001 



Total. 



3,090 

2,051 

52 

6,193 
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It Vill be seen that the whole number of still-births reported in the 
State since June 1, 1852, is 5,193. Of the sex of this number, there 
were 3,090 males, 2,051 females, and of 52 the sex was not given. 
The ratio of occurrence, in regard to sex, would therefore be as fol- 
lows : In each 100 children there were 60 males, and 40 females ; or 
for every 100 females there were 150 males. 

It will be seen that the proportion for the year 1880 varies some- 
what from the average of a period of more than twenty-eight years. 
The proportion standing 178 males to each 100 females; or 64 males 
and 36 females in each 100. It is difficult to account for the great 
disproportion of the sexes of the still-born children. 

Seaso7i of Still-hirths, — The following summary will show the num- 
ber of still-births that have been reported in Khode Island during a 
period of twenty-eight years, from 1853 to 1880 inclusive, with the 
months and quarters in which they occurred : 



Still-born— Twenty-bight Years— 1853-1880. Season. 



January... . 

February 

March 



.469 April 394 ; July 447 

483 I May 4(» \ August 459 

I 

412 June 886 ; September 483 



1 St Quarter 1,314 I 2d Quarter 1,182 | 3d Quarter 1,889 



October 398 

November 438 

December 491 

4th Quarter 1,327 



First six months, 2,496; second six months, 2,666; total, 5162. 

It will be seen that with respect to season, the number of still-births 
in the aggregate of the diiferent months and quarters in which they 
occurred during a period of twenty-eight years, did not vary greatly 
in the first, third and fourth quarters, the second quarter having 
about 10 per cent, less than the others. Of the different months 
December had about 12 per cent, more still-births than the general 
average. 



PARENTAGE OF STILL-BORN. 

Some interest has been heretofore manifested in regard to the 
parentage of the still-born. It is a question having some physiologi- 
cal importance, involving the changes that have occurred in the 
proportional number of the still-born of American and foreign origin, 
respectively, from year to year. Previous to 1859 the parentage of 
the still-born was not reported. 

During the thirteen years from 1859 to 1871 inclusive, the whole 
number of still-births reported was 2,263, of which the parentage was 
as follows : American, 927; foreign, 1,334; unknown, 2. 
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The proportions were, therefore, 41.0 American and 59.0 foreign in 
each 100. 

To show the changes that have occurred from year to year in the 
percentages of parentage of the still-born, in contrast with the per- 
centages of the same nativities to the whole number of births, the 
following resum6 is presented : 

Of Whole No. Births. Of Whole No. Still-born. 



Tears. American. Foreign. American. Foreign. 

1871 49.36 and 50.64 in each 100 41.00 and 59.00 in each, 100. 

1872 47.59 and 52.41 in each 100 41 .25 and 68.75 in each 100. 

1878 50.30 and 49.70 in each 100 59.21 and 40.79 in each 100. 

1874 .47.14 and 52.86 in each 100 50.00 and 50.00 in each 100. 

1875 47.88 and 52.12 in each 100 49.19 and 50.81 in each 100. 

1876 46.48 and 53.57 in each 100 45.76 and 54.»4 in each 100. 

1877 49.41 and 51.59 in each 100 53.31 and 46.69 in each 100. 

1878 49.85 and 50.65 in each 100 55.65 and 44.36 in each 100. 

1879 60.63 and 49.47 in each 100 64.68 and 45.37 in each 100. 

1880 60.17 and 49.83 in each 100 54.16 and 45.84 in each 100. 

16 years. 

1858-1872 60.54 and 49.46 in each 100 41.25 and 58.75 in each 100. 

7 years. 
1873-1879 48.57 and 51.43 in each 100 52.56 and 47.45 in each 100. 



MARRIAGES, 1880. 



The number of marriages reported in Khode Island during the year 
1880 was 2,769. This number was 373 more than in 1879, and 445 
more than in 1878. 

The general statistics of mamages in 1880, in relation to season 
and number in the different divisions of the State, may be found in 
Table IV., on the seventh page. 

SEASON^. 

The number and percentage of marriages in Rhode Island, in each 
quarter of the year 1880, may be found in the following Table, to- 
gether with the aggregate number and percentage in each quarter for 
the twenty-seven years previous, viz., from 1853 to 1879 inclusive : 

Table XXVIII. 



YEARS. 



) Number... 

1880 y 

) Percentage 

27 Years. J Number. . . 
1858-1879 (Percentage. 



First 
Quarter. 


Second 
Quarter. 


Third 
Quarter. 


Fourth 
Quarter. 


574 


706 


680 


860 


20.78 


25.46 


22.76 


81.06 


11,862 


18,111 


19,646 


16,714 


22.28 


24.62 


28.67 


29.58 



Whole 
Year. 



2.769 
100.00 

68,288 
100.00 



It has happened with scarcely an exception during the whole period 
of registration in Khode Island, that the largest number of marriages 
in any quarter of the year have been in the last quarter, and the 
smallest number in the first quarter. 

It will be seen that the difference in percentage between the first 
and last quarters of 1880 is larger than the average of twenty-seven 
years, and that the percentages of first and third quarters of 1880 are 
smaller, and the second and fourth ai^e larger than the average of the 
long period. 

NATIVITY OF PERSONS MARRIED. 

The following Table shows the number of marriages, according to 
the nativity of the parties, for each of the last eight years, and also 
for the aggregate of twenty years, from 1858 to 1877 inclusive : 



1880.] 



HARRIAOES. 

Table XXIX. 



87 



BIRTH-PLACE. 


1880. 


1879. 


1878. 


1877. 


1876. 


1875. 


1874. 


1873. 


20 years. 

1868-77. 

Total. 


United States 


1,775 
548 
202 
244 


1,511 
467 
209 
209 


1,455 
498 
181 
195 


1,407 
496 
177 
202 


1,402 
513 
144 
194 


1,467 
614 
191 
213 


1,495 
695 
154 
197 


■ ■ ' - 
1 

l,62o' S-SflTA 


Foreign Coantries 

American groom, foreign bride 

Foreign groom, American bride 

Not stated 


702 
138 
170 


10,963 

2,410 

2,750 

64 
















2,541 






Total 


2,769 


2,396 


2,324 


2,282 


2,253 


2,485 


2,630 


41,861 



There was not only a larger number of marriages in 1880 in all 
classes taken together, but also a considerable increase in each of the 
several classes, except that of American groom and foreign bride. 

In the class of foreign born the nnmber is larger than in any 
year since 1875. 

During the last two or three years there has been a considerable 
accession to the population of the State, of immigrants of usual 
marriageable age, from Germany, Sweden and Canada. These, in 
addition to the ordinary number from other foreign countries, have 
increased the number of marriageable persons of that class, and as 
the inclination to assume the marriage relation is more readily in- 
dulged by persons of foreign birth than of native birth, the number 
of marriages of that class has correspondingly increased. 

For several years previous to 1880 tlie number of marriages in the 
class of foreign birth had gradually grown smaller, by reason of 
lessened immigration and the ordinary casualties of life. 

The increase in number in 1880 will hardly be held for any lengthy 
period, and the increased proportion which, as will be seen in Table 
XXX. is only three tenths of one per cent., will doubtless decrease 
from year to year, as it has done for many years past with scarcely an 
exception. 

It will be understood that in considering the proportion of mar- 
riages in the class of foreign born, the marriages of persons born in 
the United States of foreign parentage are not included. 

It will therefore be perceived that the proportion of marriages of 
persons native born, including those born of foreign parentage and 
of American parentage, must inevitably increase. 

The number of marriages in the class of mixed parentage, that is, 
where one of the parties was native born and the othel* foreign born, 
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is also larger than in any previous year, although the proportion to 
the whole number, as may be seen in Table XXX., is less than in any 
year since 1876. 

The class of mixed marriages in which the groom was foreign born 
and the bride American, has as usual a larger proportion than that 
where the groom was American and bride foreign born. 

In the following Table are given the percentages of American, for- 
eign and mixed marriages in each of the last six years, and in the 
aggregate for the twenty years, 1858 to 1877 inclusive. By mixed 
marriages are meant those where one party was of American and the 
other of foreign birth : 

Table XXX. 



BIRTH-PLACE. 



United States 

Foreign Countries 
Mixed 

Total 



1880. 



1879. 



64.10 
19.79 
16.11 



63.06 
19.49 
17 45 



1878. 



62.60 
21.22 
16.18 



1877. 



1876. 



1875. 



61.66 62.23 59.04 



21.78 
16.61 



22.77 
15.00 



24.70 
1626 



20 years. 
Total. 



61.33 
26.19 
12.48 



100.00,100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00 loo.oo; lOO.OO 

I I. I I 



The proportion of marriages of persons native born in 1880 was 
larger than in any one of the last fifteen years, and also larger than 
the average annual proportion of a period of twenty-three years. 

And this proportion, as previously remarked, must continue to 
increase as all those born in the United States, whether of American 
or foreign parentage, are classed as Americans in the marriage sta- 
tistics. 

AGES OF PERSONS MARRIED. 



The number of persons married in Rhode Island during the year 
1880, in the different periods of life, is shown in Table V. on page 8. 
The number of each sex, in each division of age, can also be found in 
the following Table : 



UARRIAGEB. 

Table XXXI. 
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The marriiige stutistics of every year show more or less eonples 
assumiag the maritul relation, with very considerable disparities of 
uge between the contracting parlies. 

Table V., on the eighth page, presents some of these curious 
alliauces. 

It will there be seen that ten men between 35 and 40, and four 
men between 40 and 4.5, took young brides under 2f> years of age; 
tliree grooms from (iO to tia took brides from 20 to 25; and one from 
75 to 80 took a bride between 30 and 35 years of age. 

Public sentiment, however, accepts and in some measnre approves 
a considerably more advanced age in the groom as compared with the 
bride, and hence tlie larger number of marriages in which the groom 
is the senior of the bride by more or less years. When, therefore, 
there is a eonsiderabie disparity in the ages of the parties to a mar- 
riage contract, and that disparity is in the more advanced age of the* 
bride, it is a mutter of greater public comment and wonder, and of 
less frequent occurrence. 

During the year 1880 three women between 35 and 40 took'hus- 
bimds between 20 and 25; one bride between 55 and 60 took a husband 
between 35 and 40; and one bride between CO and 65 took a groom 
between 40 and 45 years of age. 

The following table shows the unmber of persous married in Rhode 
Island, including both sexes, in each division of ages, in each of the 
last fifteen years, from 1866 to 1880 inclusive : 
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I 

1,746 l.ns 45S S 



1,156 431 S 

a.aoii i.eSE ssa 3 



The proportion to the whole number ot pei'sous married in 1880, 
of those under 30 years of age was 13 43 per cent. lu 1879 the pro- 
portion was 13.33 per cent.; in 1878, 13.30 percent.: in 1873, 15.49 
■per cent. There has been a gradual diminution from year to year, 
with only exceptions enough to prove tlie rnle, of the proportion of 
persons entering the marriage state under 30 years of age. 

In 'all the periods of life between 3D and 45 the number of mar- 
riages in 1880 was larger than ever before recorded. The relative 
proportions of the sexes in the different ages will be given below. 

PROPORTION OF 8BX. 

The following Tables will show the percentages of males and females 
married, in each division of ages, in eacti of the last twenty-one 
years: 



UABBIAOES. 

Table XXXIII. 
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Table XXXIV. 



TEARS. 



GO 

Ed 

< 



ri«eo. 

1861. 

1862 

1863. 

1864 

1865. 

1866. 

1867. 

1868. 

1869. 

1870. 

1871. 

1872. 

1873 

1874 

1875. 

1876. 

1877 

1878. 

1879. 

1880. 



Under 30. 


20 to 25. 


25 to 80. 


30 to 40. 


40 to 50. 


50 & over. 


258 


44.1 


17.0 


9.1 


26 


1.4 


39.6 


42.0 


15.2 


7.8 


4.1 


1.3 


24.9 


41.3 


16.7 


11.8 


4.1 


1.3 


24.9 


42.6 


16.9 


9.8 


4.1 


1.7 


84.2 


43.4 


17.8 


10.3 


2.9 


1.4 


226 


42.3 


19.1 


11.0 


8.'5 


1.5 


24.7 


42.9 


17.4 


11.0 


2.7 


1.3 


25.4 


40.5 


19.3 


10.0 


3.4 


1.4 


24.4 


40.9 


18.1 


11.6 


3.3 


1.7 


24.1 


40.5 


18.7 


12.1 


3.4 


1.3 


26.8 


89.4 


17.9 


10.8 


3.9 


1.3 


24.6 


41.9 


19.1 


10.1 


3.1 


1.2 


26.7 


40.5 


18.4 


9.9 


3.2 


1.3 


25.3 


40 8 


17 5 


12.0 


2.7 


1.7 


26.3 


88.1 


19.3 


11.1 


8.9 


1.3 


23.9 


42.1 


16.8 


11.8 


4.0 


1.4 


25.6 


398 


17.6 


12 


8.7 


1.8 


23.4 


40.4 


18.8 


12.1 


8.6 


1.7 


22.7 


40.4 


19.3 


122 


8.8 


1.6 


22.8 


40.7 


19.4 


12.1 


8.0 


3.0 


21.1 


44.2 


18.0 


12.0 


3.8 


1.4 



Total. 

100.00 
100 00 
100.00 
100.00 
100.00 
100 00 
100.00 
100.00 
100.00 
100 00 
100.00 
100.00 
100.00 
100.00 
100.00 
100.00 
100.00 
100.00 
100.00 
100.00 
100.00 



It will be seen by the preceding Tables that the percentage of marriage 
of persons under 20 years of age, of both sexes, is considerably less 
than the average of the last twenty-one years, that the proportion of 
females under '40 is less than in any one of the twenty-one years, and 
with the exception of 1875, the same may be said of males under 20 
entering the marriage state. 

The annual ayerage of marriages of the male sex under 20 for 
twenty years, 1860 to 1880, was 4.3 per cent. 

The annual average of marriages of females under 20, during the 
same period was 25.83 per cent. 

Of persons of 50 years of age and over, who enter the marriage 
state, the proportion to the whole number married is very small. Of 
males the average annual proportion during a period of twenty years 
was less than foitr and one half persons in each one hundred, and of 
females the average proportion for the same period was less than one 
and one half persons in each one hundred married. 



1880.] 



MARRIAGES. 



93 



COLORED MARRIAGES. 

The number of marriages of persons of color in Rhode Island dur- 
ing the year 1880 was 76. This number is 15 more than in 1879, and 
4 less than in 1878. The increase has been largely in the city of 
Providence. 

The following summary will show what the proportion of colored 
persons married during each of the ^ve years from 1876 to 1880 in- 
clusive, bears to the whole nurftber of coloried persons in the State; 
and also a comparison of these several proportions with the propor- 
tions which the whole number of persons married in each of the same 
years, bears to the whole population of the State. 



Ratio of colored persons married to whole 
of colored population of the State. 



1880. 1879. 1878. 1877. 1876. 

One One One One One 

in every in every in every in every in every 



.43.8. 



.51.4. 



.39.1 



.49.0. 



.53.1 



Ratio of whole number of persons married 
to whole population of the State. 



• • • < 
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It will be perceived that marriages of the colored race have uni- 
formly been of larger proportions than of the white, and that the 
fluctuations of the proportion from year to year have also been 
greater in the colored race. 



DIVORCES, 1880. 



Tlie number of applications for divoice reported from the different 
counties in Eliodo lalaiid in 1880 witfi 347. This number is 92 more 
than in 1879, and 89 more than in 1878. 

During the year 1880, there wore 273 applications for divorce 
granted, which were 37 more than in 1879, and 77 more than in 
1878. 

The fallowing Table shows the number of appHcations for divorce, 
and tlic nnniber granted, in 1880, in each county of the State; also 
the eaudps alleged for the applications. Full leliance cannot be placed 
in the causes alleged, the real causes no doubt being sometimes with- 
held: 



Table XXXV. 
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There ai-o several different i-ensons alleged why divorce should be 
granted, in nearly every application. It will be noticed that the 
causes alleged in 347 applications in 1880, numbered 668. Of the 668 
causes alleged 63 were for adultery; 76 for extreme cruelty; 188 for 
wilful desertion; 73 for eontimied drunkenness; 315 for neglect to 
provide ueeessaries of life; 52 for other gross misbehavior; and one 
for impotency. 
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There are every year applications or petitions for divorce which are 
not acted upon or continued until the case is closed, but are refused 
or granted in some following year. 

In order to show the actual number of applications, and the num- 
ber of divorces granted in each of the last eight years, the following 
summary is presented: 



1873 


Applications 

for Divorce. 

261 


Divorces 
Granted. 
173 


Applications 
refused or contin 
or withdrawn. 


aed 

88 


1874 


276 


242 

158 


34 


1875 


227 


69 


1876 


254. 


196 , 


58 


1877 

1878 


267 

258 


... 178 

196 


79 
62 


1879 


255. 

847 

2,135 


246 




9 


1880 


273 




74 


8 years total... 


1,662 


- 


478 



The proportion of the number of divorces granted during the year 
1880, to the number of applications for a decree of divorce was 78.6 
per cent. This proportion is rather larger than the average of a 
series of years. 

The number of applications for divorce in 1880 was an excessive 
increase over that of any preceding year. 

The ratio of applications to the whole number of marriages during 
the year, was one application for divorce to less than every eight mar- 
riages. 

The following Table shows the number of divorces granted in each 
county, and in the whole State, in each of the last twelve years, with 
the proportion of marriages to each divorce granted in each year: 
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Table XXXVI. 



YEARS. 
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17.3 
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196 


11.9 


5 
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9.0 


7 


24.1 
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9.1 


20 


9.7 


246 


9.7 
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12.1 


23 
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17.6 
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1 
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23 


17.0 


273 


10.1 



It will be seen that the proportions of divorces granted to number 
of marriages, have varied very considerably in the diffei*ent counties 
in the same year, and in the same county in different years. In 
Bristol county the proportion in 1874 was one divorce to every 8.9 
marriages, and in the following year one divorce to every 50 marriages. 

Newport county has had the smallest average proportion of any 
county in the State. During the last two years the proportions have 
been the largest in Kent county of any county* in the State. 

The proportion of divorces granted to whole number of marriages 
in the State, was slightly less in 1880 than in the previous year. 



DEATHS, 1880. 



The number of deaths reported to the State Registrar as having 
occurred during the year 1880 was 4,829. It is much the largest 
number ever reported in the State. It exceeds that of 1879 by 357, 
and is larger than the number reported in 1878 by 388. 

The rate of mortality as shown in the recapitulatory Table on page 
14, was 17.5 decedents in each 1000 of the population, or one in every 
57.2 persons. The rate is about one eighth of one per cent, larger 
than that of 1879. 

It has been the practice in previous reports to contrast the number 
of deaths in the city of Providence with those that occurred in the 
rest of the State, for the purpose of showing the difference in the rate 
of mortality between city life under favorable circumstances, and life 
in villages and rural districts. 

In order to bring before the eye in a more direct manner the com- 
parisons alluded to, the following synopsis for the years 1878, 1879 
and 1880 is presented : 

Number of "One death In each 

Population. . Deaths. in every 1000. 

Providence City 100,675 1,989 50.62 19.89 

Rest of State 157,564 2,452 64.26 15.56 

Whole state 258,239 4,441 58.10 17.20 

fProvidence City 104,857 2,026 51.76 19.32 

g^ Rest of state 171,848 2,446 70.25 14.02 

[whole State 276,531 4,472 61.87 ... 16.20 

Providence City .104,857 2,080 50.41 19.83 

Restof State 171,674 2,749 62.45 16.00 

.Whole State 276,531 4,829 57.26 17.50 

The calculations for the years 1879 and 1880 are made on the basis 

of the revised census of 1880. 
Upon a comparison of the different years, it will be seen that the 

difference in the death rates of Providence city and the rest of the 

State, in 1880, was less than in either of the two preceding years. 

In 1878 it was 4.33 in each thousand; in 1879, 5.30; and in 1880 3.83 

in each thousand of the population. 

13 
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The figures do not indicate that the conditions of living in the 
city of Providence, are greatly more unfavorable to continuance of 
life than in the rest of the State. 

SEX OF DECEDENTS. 

Of the 4,829 persons whose deaths were returned during the year 
1880, 2,366 were males, and 2,463 were females; the ratio standing at 
96.06 males to each 100 females, or 48.96 males, and 51.04 females in 
each 100 decedents. 

The following Tables, XXXVII. and XXXVIII., show the number 
and proportion of males and females among the decedents, and also 
among the children born in Eh ode Island, during the ten years, 1853 
to 1862 inclusive; also in each of the eighteen years from 1863 to 
1880 inclusive, and for the entire period of twenty-eight years: 

Table XXXVII. 



P 



f 10 years, 1853-1862 10,930 males 11 .269 

1863 1,621 males 1,586 

1864 l,633males 1,727 

1S65 1,686 males 1,719 

1866 l,497males 1,473 

1867 I,442male8 1,447 

1868 I,413male8 1,499 

1869 1,696 males 1,686 

1870 I,588male8 1,650 

1871 1,621 males 1,723 

1872 .2,118male8 2.129 

1873 2,166 males 2,237 

1874 2,111 males 2,118 

1875 2,108 males 2,209 

1876 1,969 males 2,147 

1877 2,182 males 2,318 

1878 2,161 males 2,280 

1879 2,183 males 2,289 

1880 2,366 males 2,463 



females or 

females or 

females or 

females ..or 

females or 

females or 

females or 

females or 

females or 

females or 

females or 

females or 

fepiales or 

females or 

females or 

females or 

females or 

females or 

lemales or 



96.9 males to 

102.2 males to 

94.5 males to 

98.1 males to 
101.6 males to 

99.7 males to 

94.3 males to 
100.6 males to 

96.2 males to 
94.1 males to 

99.4 males to 

95.5 males to 
99.7 males to 
95.4 males to 

91.7 males to 
92.0 males to 

94.8 males to 
95.4 males to 
96 males to 



100 females. 
100 females. 
100 females. 
100 females. 
100 females. 
100 females. 
100 females. 
100 females. 
100 females. 
100 females. 
100 females' 
100 females. 
100 females. 
100 females. 
100 females. 
100 females. 
100 females. 
100 females. 
100 females. 



28 years 44,441 males 45.969 females 



.or 96.7 males to 100 females. 



1880.] DEATHS. 99 

Table XXXVIII. 

' 10 years, 1853-1862 18,3?7 males 17,260 females or 106.4 males to 100 females. 

1868 1,892 males 1,788 females or 105.8 males to 100 females. 

1864 1,949 males 1,942 females or 100.8 males to 100 females. 

1865 2,096 males 1,857 females or 112.9 males to 100 females. 

1866 2,546males 2,856 females or 106.1 males to 100 females. 

1867 2,655 males 2,464 females or 107.7 males to 100 females. 

1868 2,745 males 2,627 females or 104.5 males to 100 females. 

1869 2,685 males 2,560 females or 104.9 males to 100 females. 

gjj 1870 2,679 males 2,536 females or 105.6 males to 100 females. 

n 1871 : 2,878 males 2,800females or 102.8 males to 100 females. 

K ' 1872 3,085 males 3,058 females or 100.9 males to lOO.females. 

3 1873 . 3,135 males 2,887 females or 108.6 males to 100 females. 

1874 3,311 males 3,155 females or 104.9 males to 100 females. 

1875 3,362 males 3,146 females. or 106.9 males to 100 females. 

1876 3,291 males 3,088 females or 108.8 males to 100 females. 

1877 3,163males 3,072females or 103.0 males to 100 females. 

1878 3,402male8 3,312 females or 102.7 males to 100 females. 

1879 3,259 males 3,091 females or 105.4 males to 100 females. 

1880 3,241 males 3,054 females or 106.1 males to 100 females. 



.28 years 69,751 males 66,008 females or 105.7 males to 100 females. 

An inspection of Table XXXVII. will show that during a period 
of ten years previous to 1863, the number of female decedents ex- 
ceeded the male decedents by about an average of three per cent, each 
year, and that during the eighteen following years the rule then appar- 
ently established has held good, the expeptions being simply confir- 
matory, the average only being slightly less. 

But at the same time that the records of death have shown an 
excess of mortality in the female sex, the records of birth have shown 
an excess of births of the male sex. 

This would naturally lead to the supposition that the number of 
the male sex must be increasing and vice versa. 

By reference to Table VII., on page 14, it will be seen that by the 
census of 1880 the population of the State by the sexes was as follows: 

Males 133,030 Females 143,501 

This will show an excess of 10,471 females in the general popula- 
tion. 

It is obvious that there is either a larger proportional immigration 
of females, or a larger proportional emigration of native males from 
the State, to account for the difference. Probably the fact, is the 
result of both circumstances. 

The excess of female population would account for the excess of 
mortality in numbers of the female sex. 

SEASON AND MORTALITY. 

The whole number of decedents, and the sex of the same, in each 
month of the year 1880, and in eacli division of the State, may be 
found in Table VI., on the ninth page. 
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The influence of season upon mortality may be further illustrated 
by the following Table, which shows the number and percentage of 
deaths in each quarter of each of the last five years, and in the aggre- 
gate for the twenty-five years from 1853 to 1877 inclusive: 

Table XXXIX. 



SEASON. 




1878. 



1877. 
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Janaary-March.... 1,816 85.18| 1,185 86.49 
April-June j 1,149 28.8o' 939 20.99 
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1853-1877. 



»4 

B 



c 

Pk 



28.03 17,646 22.16 



942, 22.89 



July-September... 1,306 27.04 1,174 26.26 1,175 26.46 1,817: 29.60 

i , , I i I I I 

October -December 1,158 23.98 1,174 26.26 1,140, 26.86! ^839 27.84 

i 



16,618 20 74 



Total ' 4,820 



100.00 



4,472 100.00 



4,441 100.00 



1,249; 30.34 23,464: 29.46 
977, 28 74 22,006' 27.64 



4,450100.00 4,116 100.00179,629 100.00 

I I I I I 



The percentages of the different quarters of the year 1880, vary 
considerably from the corresponding quarters of 1879. The mor- 
tality of the first quarter of 1879 was the largest in the year, contrary 
to the rule established by twenty-eight years of registration. The 
first quarter has in nearly every year, been the third in the percentage 
of mortality, but in 1880 it holds the second place. The percentage 
of the first two quarters in 1880 is considerably more than the yearly 
average of a period of twenty-five years, and that of the last two 
quarters considerably less than the yearly average of the same period. 

The question of the influences of city life upon the status of mor- 
tality is often presented, and it has been the custom in former Reports 
to contrast the city of Providence^ which comprises about three-eighths 
of the entire population of the State, with the rest of the State, in 
regard to the influence of seasofi upon mortality. 

The following Table will present a comparison between the city and 
the rest of the State, in relation to the mortality of each section by 
seasons. It will show the number and percentage of deaths in each 
quarter of the year 1880 in the city, and in the rest of the State sep- 
arately; and also the percentage of deaths in each quarter of the year 
in the city of Providence, for twenty-five years, from 1855 to 1879 
inclusive; and in the whole State, including the city, for twenty-seven 
years, from 1853 to 1879 inclusive: 
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1880. 


1855-1879. 


1863-1879. 




Providence. 


Rest of State. 


Providence. 


Whole State. 
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666 
616 
781 
696 



23.86 
22.04 
28.41 
25.60 



8,033 , 23.99 

7,348 I 21.04 

9,846 ; 29.40 

8,263 I 24.67 



20,120 
18,630 
26,945 
21,804 



2,749 100.00 83,490 j 100.00 j 86,999 



24.55 
21.59 
30.17 
23.69 



100.00 



Contrary to the rule established by twenty-five years registration in 
the city of Providence, the percentage of the first quarter of the 
year 1880 was the largest in the year. The third quarter, which is 
usually the largest in percentage of mortality, as before observed, was 
smaller than either the first or second. The great prevalence and 
severe form of an epidemic of scarlatina during the early months of 
the year, doubtless contributed largely to that result. 

In the rest of the State, the prevailing order of a long period of 
years was sustained. 

The difference in percentage of mortality between the city and the 
rest of the State, in each of the different quarters of the year 1880, 
as will be noticed, are quite considerable, varying more than three per 
cent, in the first, third and fourth quarters. 

ORDER OF MONTHS. 

Below may be found a general view of the order of the months, in 
which occurred from the largest to the smallest number of deaths, in 
the whole State, in each of the last five years: 
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Table XLL 



1880. 
I.July 488 

2. August 430 

3. March 486 

4. January. . . . 422 

5. October 416 

6. April 400 

T.May 392 

8. September.. 388 

9. December .. 377 

10. February, . . 368 

11. November. . 365 

12. June 357 

4,829 



1879. 

January 468 

August 452 

December 89ft 

October 891 

November.... 888 

July 888 

March 882 

April 842 

September.... 339 

February 336 

May 318 

June 279 

4,472 



1878. 
December.. .. 

I 

August 

' July 

; January 

i 

March 

November. . . . 

February 

April 

I 
September. . . . 

October 

I June 

JMay 



1877. 
421 September. .. 454 

420 August 450 

410 October 480 

400 July 413 

896. December... 411 
877 November..., 898 

862 March 847 

860 May 843 

845 January 823 

342 April 810 

310 June. 805 

808 February 266 



4.441 



4,450 



1876. 

August. 469 

July 444 

December 348 

March 341 

September.. . 336 

October 334 

May 332 

April 329 

February... . 312 
January . .... 295 

November 295 

June 281 

4,116 



It will gratify tlie curiosity of those having a fondness for studying 
the fluctuations of tlie death rate in the different months of the year, 
to observe their occurrence as sliown in Table XLI. August, which 
for a long period was the first in the order of largest mortality, has 
fallen to the second place in the list during the last four years. June 
is the only month in the year which has sustained its place on the list 
without large change. 

PARENTAGE OF DECEDENTTS. 

Tlie whole number of decedents reported in Rhode Island in 1880 
was 4,820, of which 2,517 were of American parentage, and 2,312 
were of foreign parentage. The i)arentage was reckoned according to 
the reported nativity of the fathers. 

The parentage of the decedents in the two classes of American and 
foreign, as reported from the different towns in the State, may be 
found in the general abstract for 1880, on the second and third pages. 

There were no decedents of foreign parentage, in 1880, reported 
from the following seven towns, viz. : West Greenwich, Jamestown, 
Little Compton, Middletown, New Shoreham, Foster and Charles- 
town. 

The decedents of foreign parentage in the following six towns, num- 
bered four or less, viz.: Barrington, Coventry, Portsmouth, Exeter, 
Ilopkinton and Eichmond. 

The towns in which the number of decedents of foreign parentage 
exceeded those of American parentage, were as follows, viz. : Burrill- 



1880.] 



DEATHS. 



103 



ville, Cranston, Cumberland, Lincoln, North Providence, North 
Smithfield, Pawtucket, Woonsocket and Providence. 

In Cumberland there were nearly twice as many decedents of for- 
eign parentage reported as there were of American; in Woonsocket 
nearly three times as many; and in Lincoln more than three times as 
many. 

The following Table gives the number and percentage of decedents 
of American and of foreign parentage, in each of the last five years; 
and in the aggregate for twenty-two years, or from 1858 to 18?9 in- 
clusive: 

Table XLIL 





1880. 


1879. 


1878. 


1877. 


1876. 
»-" if 
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1858-1879. 
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Number. 


Per cent. 
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• 
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51.21 
4S.79 


Number. 
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2,517 
2,312 


52.13 

47.87 


51.29 
48.71 

100.00 


2,281 
2,160 


51.36 
48.64 


2,279 
2,171 


1 
2,150 52.24 

1,966 47.76 


52,332 
40,702 

93,034 


56 25 
43.75 


Total 


4,829 


100 00 


4,472 


4,441 


100.00 


4,450 


100.00 


4,116 100.00 


100.00 



It will be seen by Table XLIL, that the decedents of American 
parentage have been steadily losing in the proportion to the whole 
number, from year to year, until in 1880 there was a slight gain, not 
reaching one per cent. 

On the other hand, the decedents of foreign parentage have been 
steadily increasing in percentage as well as numbers, except as just 
Stated. 

Previous to 1874, the percentage of decedents of foreign parentage 
had averaged, during a period of seventeen years, less than 41.00 per 
cent. An examination of the above Table will show that the average 
proportion of the same parentage during the last four years, is 48.5 
per cent. The proportional average of decedents of American paren- 
tage, during the same four years, is 51.5 per cent., wliile the average 
of decedents of the same parentage, during a period of seventeen 
years previous to 1874, was 58.28 per cent. 

It should be borne in mind that the term '* foreign parentage," as 
made use of above, does not mean that the decedents were all foreign 
born, but includes the foreign born, and all those whose fathers were 
of foreign birth, though of tlicmselves American born. 

It will thus be seen that as the population by foreign parentage in- 
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creases, the death rate must also increase. But the percentage of 
mortality, under the term ^^ foreign parentage," must, in a few years, 
decline, because the children born in the United States of foreign 
parents are rapidly reaching the adult age, and as they become parents, 
their children will be classed as of American parentage. 

AGE OF DECEDENTS. 

s 

There may be found on pages two and three, in Table I., the 
aggregate and average age of all the decedents of each sex, in each 
town and county in the State. 

There may also be found in Table VII., pages ten to fifteen inclu- 
sive, the number of each sex in each division of ages or periods of 
life, as reported from each town and county during 1880. 

It will be seen by Table I. that the average age of all the male 
decedents in the State, in 1880, was 29.62 years; and the average age 
of all the female decedents during the same year was 32.06 years. 
The average age of both sexes was less than in 1879, and larger than 
in 1878, as will be seen in the following summary of the three years: 

1880. 1879. 1878. 

Average. Average. Average. 

Males 29.62year8 81.29 years 29.02 years. 

Females 82.06 years 38 24 years 31.11 years. 

Ageof all 80.86 years 32.29years SO.OOyears. 

The highest average age of male decedents in any town in the 
State, in 1880, was 82 years, in New Shoreham; the highest average 
age of female decedents was 58.62 years, in Middletown 

The lowest average age of male decedents during the same time was 
16.38 years, in Lincoln, and the lowest average age of female dece- 
dents was 18.64 years, in Woonsocket. 

The fallacy of dependence on the average age of decedents reported 
from any town of small population in single years, has been adverted 
to in previous Reports, and will be readily apparent to any one upon 
a moment's attention. 

When, however, the results of a series of years are aggregated and 
averages made, a basis is obtained for approximate conclusions as to 
the relative longevity of the inhabitants of any town furnishing such 
statistics. 

The aggregate and average age of all the decedents in each town 
and county in the State, for a period of ten years, will be seen in 
Table XV. 

The larger the population of any town, the nearer the approxima- 
tion of the average age of all its decedents in each and every year, to 
the average age of all the decedents in the State. 
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The following summary will show the average age of the decedents 
in the city of Providence, during 1878, 1879 and 1880: 



1880. 
Average. 

Males 28.72.. 

Females 30.45.. 

Ageof all 29.67.. 



1879. 
Average. 
. 28.09... 
..29.54... 

..28.82... 



1878. 

Average. 

...24.22 

.... 27.88 

26.09 



The following Table shows the average age of the decedents in each 
of the larger divisions of the State, in each of the last five years, and 
also in the aggregate of each of four periods of five years each, com- 
prising the twenty years from 1858 to 1877 inclusive: 



Table XLIII. 



DlYIBIONS OF THB 

Statb. 


1880. 


1879. 


1878. 


1877. 


1876. 


1873-1877. 
5 years. 


1868^1872. 
5 years. 


1863-1867. 
5 years. 


1858-1862. 
5 years' 


Bristol County 

Kent County. 


36.48 
36.54 
42.38 
27.40 
29.67 
37.82 


40.87 
35.15 
37.62 
32.45 

28.82 
43.44 


29.06 
33.68 
39.06 
30.98 
36.09 
42.34 


32.19 
35.78 
43.96 
28.16 

27.74 
43 68 


39.53 
39.39 
39.17 
31.69 
28.41 
43.09 


33.61 
36.20 
40.68 
28.46 
27.19 
41.14 


35.12 
34.77 
40.04 
25.26 
25.45 
39.67 


34.78 
35.81 
83.54 
29.16 
28.50 
30 87 


35.56 
32.15 


Newport Connty 

ProvidenceCo. , Towns. 

Providence City 

Washington County... 


3501 
28.44 
25.78 
34.21 


Wiiole State 


30.86 


32.29 


30.09 


30.45 


.32.37 


30.28 


31.66 


30.75 


29.42 



By the above it appears Bristol county has lost the high average 
age it showed in 1879, and steps back nearer the average of a series 
of yeal's. Newport county shows a higher average, and also Provi- 
dence city. Washington county has almost invariably shown the 
highest average of any section of the State, but is now surpassed by 
Newport county. 

The average age of all the decedents in the State, in 1880, is some- 
what less than in 1879. It is, however, more nearly the general 
average of a considerable number of years. 

percentages of decedents at different ages. 

In Table VII., on pages 10 to 15 inclusive, will be found the num- 
ber of deaths in 1880, in each town and each county, of each sex, and 
in each period of life, with the percentage of the whole number of 
deaths in each division to the population of the same. 

14 
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The following Table shows the percentages of decedents in each 
division of ages to whole number of deaths, in each of the last nine 
years, and in the aggregate for two periods; one of ten years and seven 
months, from June lat, 1853, to December 31st, 1863, inclusive; the 
other of ten years, from 1863 to 1873 inclusive: 

Table XLIV. 



PaBiODg or LwB. 


ISSO. 


1S?8. 


im. 


18J7. 


1876. 


1876. 


».. 


■o. 


187!. 


lOy'ra, 
tB7S. 

ISO 
7.9 


1H83. 


Underl jear 

landunderS 

SaodunderS. 


7.0 


8.8 


B.1 


8.1 


7.4 


liO.8 
6.8 


J9.9 
7.8 


19.8 
8.1 


B.5 


17.6 
B.8 
9.S 


Total nnderB 

BandunderlO 

10 and under SO 

SO and under 80 

SOandonderW 

4O»DdnnderS0 

50 and under flO 

70 and under 80 

go and under 90 

Over 90 and not stated 


S4.e 

8.8 

e.B 

8.S 
0.4 

1.3 


sa.0 

6.8 
8.8 

7.1 
9.0 


8.8 

6.4 

T.9 
8.8 

0.8 


B.4 
8.9 

6.6 

8.8 

0.9 


88.9 

4.S 
5.9 
B.I 

6.9 

7.6 

H.8 
1^ 


34.6 

4.0 

0.6 

7.7 
7.4 
8.6 
8.4 

1.8 


67.1 

B.7 

8.7 

8.8 
7.0 

B.1 
4.7 
1.S 


6.3 
9.1 

BA 

7.t 
8.8 


8fl.a 

S.T 
6.B 


6.a 

8.1 

7.8 
8.8 

e.4 

5.4 


87.0 

8.B 

B.T 

7.B 

b:7 

fi.9 
7.S 
4.6 






lOO.O 


100.0 


160.0 


lOO.O 


100.0 


-.. 




100.0 


mo 


m. 



An inapection of the foregoing Table will show, that the percentage 
to whole mortality during the year 188(1, was larger in the period of 
life under one year than during any one of the three previous years. 
The total percentage under five years was also larger than during 1879, 
but was at the same time less than the annual average of twenty-eight 
years. It has been noticed during the last four years, that diarrhteal 
diseases among children, and especially cholera infantum, have been 
less prevalent than in former years. 

It may be of interest to see what changes have occuiTcd in the per- 
centages of mortality from cholera infantum, from year to year, since 
and including 1875. 
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PERCENTAGES OF MORTALITY FROM CHOLERA INFANTUM. 

I 1876. 1876. 1877. 1878. 1879. 1880. 

, Rhode Islhnd, V 

It will be seen by the above comparisons, that cholera infantum has 
prevailed only to greatly lessened extent during the last three years, 
although there was an increase during 1880. 

Doubtless this factor alone has a large share in the lessened per- 
centage of mortality in young children, during 1878 and 1879. 

To show some of the strong contrasts of death rates, in the dif- 
ferent divisions of age, in different sections of the State, the follow- 
ing summary is presented. It will be understood that the percentages 
are the proportion of deaths in each division of age, to the total 
deaths in each town or city taken. 

Under 1 year. Under 5 years. 5 to 20. 20 to 50. 60 and over. 

1880. Percent. Percent. Percent. Percent. Percent. 

Whole State 18.4 84.6 11.0 22.8 31.6 

Providence City 18.8 85.2 11.0 25.5 28.3 

Woonsocket 27.0 53.5 9.7 18.2 18.6 

Lincoln 25.0 52.1 13.3 16.6 18.1 

Foster 00.0 10.0 00.0 24.0 66.0 

• 

Jamestown 00.0 00.0 ..00.0 50.0 ...50.0 

Little Compton 00.0 00.0 6.6 20.0 78.4 

The great difference in the percentages of decedents under one year 
of age in different towns, is strikingly shown in the above summary. 

The large proportion of more than one quarter of all the deaths in 
Woonsocket, occurring in children under one year of age, is not un- 
precedented in that town, it having occurred for three years in suc- 
cession. It will be seen that Lincoln has also a death proportion of 
one quarter under one year, which is less than during some previous 
years, while Providence city has only a proportion of 18.3 per cent., 
and some towns with not a single death of persons under one year. 
The occurrence of more than half of all the deaths, in the period of 
life under five years of age, in Woonsocket and Lincoln, would seem 
* to be evidence that there was not only a very large percentage of the 
population of that age, but that there was a great lack of vital force, 
or inherited or acquired physical defect in that class, either from 
prenatal influences in parentage, or improper management in infancy 
and early childhood, the result of ignorance and indifference on the 
part of parents and guardians. The city of Providence shows a pro- 
portion of 35.4 per cent, of decedents under five years of age, the 
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town of Foster 10.0 per cent., the towns of Jamestown and Little 
Compton no deaths under five. It will be understood that the birth 
rate is small iu those towns, and the proportion of children small. 

COLORED DECEDENTS. 

The statistics of the colored population of Ehode Island are always 
included in the general statistics of the State. But on account of 
sGveral questions of considerable importance, the statistics of births, 
marriages and deaths have been separately considered. This has 
seemed to be of more consequence in Ehode Island, because the num- 
ber of this class of the people is larger, proportionally, than in most 
northern States. 

The number of deaths reported in 1880 among the colored popula- 
tion was 153. The number is 15 less than in 1879, and 3 less than in 
1878. They occurred in the different towns as follows: 

Providence City 96 

Newport City. 28 

East Greenwich 8 

Bristol 6 

Warwick 5 

CrauBton 4 

Warren, i 

>■ 2 each 4 

East Providence. ) 

Johnston and 1 

>• leach 2 

Pawtucket, j 

Total : 158 

Sex. — Of the 153 colored decedents, 70 were males and 83 females. 
Season. — These 153 deaths were in the different months, as follows: 



Months. Deaths. 

January 9 

February .12 

March 12 



1st Quarter 33 



Months. 
April. . . 
May 



Deaths. 
9 



Months. 
July 



Deaths. 
14 



22 August 18 



June 14 



2d Quarter 45 



September 7 



3d Quarter 39 



Months Deaths. 

October 8 

November 17 

December 11 



4th Quarter 36 



First six months, 78; second six months, 75. Total, 153. 



Age. — The average age of the colored decedents in Rhode Island, 
in 1880, was as follows: 



Providence City. Rest of State. Whole State. 

Colored ra>l«« S6-B jeare 27.4;eaiB %.9;e&n. 

Colored females 84,0 yeara . 4ajj'eiire 37.8 jeare. 

8CHMART OF COLORED POPULATION : INCLUDING ALL NATIVITIES. 

The number of births, marriitges and deutlis among the colored 

- population of Rhode Island, in the several divisions of tho State, iu 

18B0, is given in tho following Table, compared with the colored pop- 

nlation in each diriaion, as fonnd by the United States Census of 1880. 

Table XLV. 





.' 


...„.,,„. 


M*Bm.o«. 


nKAiHii, la 


80. 


COTTNTIES. 


h 

1 
1 

380 


1^ 

^ 1 g§ 


1 : li 


18 

as 

96 


i 
ji 


BrlMol Conntj 


u 

30 
9 

9 


BS,a 

80-0 

55.1 
41.» 

e;.o 




Kent Conntj 

Newport Conntj 

ProTldencB Coontf, Towns 


a 

3 


418 

70.0 
134.0 

at!,o 


40 

ss 




WmhiDgton Conoty 




WlioleStBte 


fl.5aB 


,« 


4T.I 


n 


«.. 


168 


44.0 



In 1878 the proportions of the above events in the whole State, 
among the colored population, were as follows: One birth in eVery 
36.4; one person married in every 39.3; and one death in every 40.2. 

In 1879 the proportions wore: One birth in every 39.6; one person 
married in every 51.4; one death in every 37.3. 

In 1880, as will be seen in the above Table, the proportions were: 
■ One birth in every 47.1; one person married in every 43.3; and one 
death in every 44.0 persons of color. 

During the last three years, the proportion of colored births to 
colored population has gradually grown less; the proportion of colored 
persoDB married has also grown less; and the proportion of deaths to 
popnlation, which was 2.5 per cent., or 25 in each thousand, in 1878, 
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advanced to 2.7 per cent., or 27 in each thousand in 1879; and receded 
to 2.3 per cent., or 23 in each thousand in 1880, based upon the 
Census of that year. 

The difference in the vital statistics between the white and the col- 
ored population, in 1880, may be presented as follows: 

White One child bom in every 43.8; one person married in every 50.2; one death in every 57.7. 

Colored One child bom in every 47.1 ; one person married in every 43.8; one death in every 44.0. * 



ro. ) 

id y 
I. 1 



Whole No. 

white and }-0ne child born in every 43.9; one person married in every 49.9; one death in every 57.3. 
colored. 



Allowance should be made for the difference in the number of 
colored persons in the State, upon which the foregoing calculations 
are based; those of 1878 and 1879 are upon the Census of 1875, and 
those of 1880 upon the Census of 1880, which makes the colored 
population larger by 321 persons. 

In 1880, the proportions of births, and of persons married in this 
class, to its population, were smaller than in the white population, 
while the proportion of deaths to its population was considerably 
larger than among the whites. 

The following summary shows the number of births, marriages and 
deaths among the colored population of Khode Island, in each of the 
last twenty years, from 1861 to 1880 inclusive: 

COLORED POPULATION. 

1861 97 births 80 marriages 109 deaths. 

1862 96 births 23 marriages 90 deaths. 

1863 73 births 68 marriages 104 deaths. 

1864 69 births 35 marriages 121 deaths. 

1865 87 births 51 marriages 129 deaths. 

1866 124 births 65 marriages 123 deaths. 

1867 144births 61 marriages... 105 deaths. 

1868 147 births 84 marriages Ill deaths. 

1869 136 births 70 marriages 133 deaths. 

1870 158 births "iO marriages 128 deaths. 

1871 146 births..... 64 marriages 116 deaths. 

1872. 171 births 76 marriages 184 deaths. 

1873 163 births 69 marriages.... 160 deaths. 

1874 170 births 80 marriages 151 deaths. 

1875 156births 76 marriages 169 deaths. 

1876 170 births 59 marriages 156 deaths. 

1877 168 births 64 marriages 160 deaths. 

1878 172 births 80 marriages 156 deaths. 

1879 159 births 61 marriages 168 deaths. 

1880 140 births 76 marriages 158 deaths. 

Total 2,746 births 2,262 marriages.... ' 2,726 deatbs. 
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The number of colored births in 1880 were less than in any year 
since 1866, and seem to be gradually growing less in number, while 
the colored population has increased slightly by immigration, and 
consequently the percentage has grown considerably smaller. The 
number and percentage of deaths were smaller than usual. During 
a period of twenty years the number of births have exceeded the 
number of deaths by twenty only. 



CAUSES OF DEATH, 1880 



The statistics of the causes of death in Rhode Island, in 1880, will 
be found in Tables VIII., IX., X. and XII. The whole number of 
deaths, as previously stated, was 4,829. The number of which the 
cause of death was reported was 4,596, and the number of which the 
cause was not stated was 233. The number from unknown causes 
was 21 less than in 1879. 

The following Table shows the number of deaths in 1880, in each 
larger division of the State, and the number and proportion in each 
division, of which the cause was unknown: 

Table XLVI. 



1880. 



Number of deaths 
Cause not stated. . 

One in 











V 


Qi 


g 










CJ 


u 


o * 


Bristol 
County. 


Kent 
County. 


Newport 

County, 

Towns., 


Newport 
City. 


Providen 
County, 
Towns. 


Providen 
City. 


Washingt 
County 


219 


306 


107 


243 


1,588 


2,080 


286 


10 


13 


2 


24 


151 


17 


16 


21.9 


23.5 


53.5 


10.1 


10.6 


122.8 


17.8 



a> 
■*■> 

GQ 

9 
O 



4,829 
233 

20.7 



A decided improvement in the completeness of the returns of deaths 
in the different divisions of the State during 1880, is shown by the 
lessened number of deaths reported with the cause of death unknown. 
This improvement is seen in nearly all the divisions and in the whole 
State, but it is far from being satisfactory. In the Eeport for 1879 it 
was remarked **That the returns of the causes of deaths are mani- 
festly more unnecessarily incomplete than any other of the vital 
statistics of the State. That the cause of death in one out of every 
17 or 18 of the decedents in the State should be returned as unknown, 
is positive evidence that there is a defect in the Eegistration law, as 
well as proof that there is neglect of duty on the part of those who 
should observe the law as it stands. The remedy is in the enactment 
of a law for the State such as is provided by municipal ordinance in 



1880.] 



CAUSES OF DEATH. 



113 



the city of Providence, that is, the requirement of burial i)ermits, 
and the pre-requirement of return of death, and cause of death when 
known." It will be futile to expect any very complete returns of all 
the circumstances connected with each death, until such a law is 
enacted and enforced. 

Table XLVII. 

Showing the proportmi of deaths reported, with '^ cause tmknown,^^ 

in each Division of the State, aiid in the whole State, in each 

of the last eighteen years, from 1863 to 1880 inclusive. 



years. 



2& 
«; o 



C 

m| i 



1^ 



186S,Onein 16.6 

18«4,Onein 67.0 

186S,Onein 64.8 

1866,0nein ! 168.0 

1867,0nein 

1868,0nein ! 83.2 

1869, One in 41.2 

1870, One in 

1871, One in 151.0 

18T2, Onein 13.3 

1873, One iu 

1874, Onein i 64.0 

1876, Onein 55.0 

1876, Onein 116 

1877, Onein 

1878, Onein 82.1 

1879, Onein 16 6 

1880, Onein ; 21.9 



11.2 

12.0 

27.4 

11.4 

13.6 

5.0 

5.8 

19.3 

81.2 

6.8 

16.0 

16.2 

7.4 

7.9 

17.7 

7.4 

9.2 

23.5 



25.5 
11.6 
134 
22.4 
84.5 
20,3 
52.8 
23.6 
7.9 
10.0 
25.4 
14.0 
15.6 
18 5 
9.7 
9.0 
12.4 
13.5 



CO© 



6.9 

8.5 

8.2 

9.6 

7.4 

5.2 

6.3 

11.8 

84 

6.8 

9.8 

17.2 

13.7 

9.9 

11.9 

13.7 

9.5 

10.5 



i 

go 



46.7 

45.7 

55.0 

45.0 

64.0 

46.2 

83.6 i 

90.2 ' 

83.6 

72.8 
102.5 

73.7 

91.2 
124.3 
323.0 
124.2 
225.1 
122.3 



.S s 
S O 



08 
GQ 
« 

O 



24.7 
47.6 
32.9 
23.8 
14.3 
10.1 
16.1 
26.9 
0.8 
9.8 
27.5 
212 
11.9 
22.8 
16.0 
21.7 
8.6 
17.8 



14.7 
16.1 
16.4 
17.3 
14.8 
10.1 
11.3 
23.6 
13.0 
11.3 
203 
27.8 
20.9 
19.3 
23.2 
21.1 
17.6 
20.7 



It seems hardly possible that such great variations in the number of 
decedents, the cause of whose death is unknown to physician or 
acquaintance, could occur from year to year, as shown in Table 

XLVII. 

In Bristol countv, for instance, in four of the eighteen years the 
cause of death was given in every return, while in one of the eighteen 
years the cause of death was returned unknown in one out of every 
11.5 decedents. 

15 
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Ill Kent county, the smallest proportion of deaths reported fi-om 
cause unknown, during eighteen years, was in 1871; that is, one in 
every 81.2, or about 1.2 per cent. The largest proportion was in 1868; 
that is, one in every 5, or 20 per cent. The proportion is smaller for 
1880 than for any one of the previous eight years. 

Newport county, including the city of Newport, shows a general 
average of one death from cause unknown to every 13.5 of the deced- 
ents, or about 7.4 per cent. In the city of Newport, in 1878, the 
proportion was about 14 per cent. ; while in the towns of Newport 
county it was only about 2.6 per cent. In 1879 there was less disparity 
of proportion between the city and county towns, but the proportion 
in tlie city was in that year more than twice as large, and in 1880 
more than five times as large. Comments are needless. 

Tlie towns in Providence county have always shown a large number 
of deaths returned with cause unknown. The proportions have in- 
variably been large, and therefore have varied less than any other 
division. The smallest proportion was in 1874; that is, about six per 
cent.; and the largest in 1868, which was about 20 per cent. 

Providence city is a very good example of what may be accomplished 
by a ** burial permit" law, properly enforced. During a period of 
eighteen years, the largest proportion of deaths returned with cause 
unknown was one in every 45.0, in 1866; and the smallest, one in 
every 323, in 1877. 

In Washington county, the proportion of deaths reported from 
cause not known was the largest in 1879 of any one of the previous 
sixteen years, that is, one in every 8.6 decedents, or nearly twelve per 
cent. In 1880 it was one in every 17.8, or 5.6 per cent. 

The proportion in the whole State, one in every 20.7 decedents, or 
4.8 per cent., is somewhat less than that of 1879. 

PRINCIPAL CAUSES OF DEATH. 

The following Table gives the number of deaths in Khode Island, 
from each of thirteen principal causes, showing the order in regard to 
number, in each of the last three years, and also in the aggregate of 
deaths for twenty-five years and seven months, from June 1st, 1852, 
to December 31st, 1877: 
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Table XLVIII. 

Showing the order in regard to number of decedents from thirteen 

principal causes of death. 



1880. 



Whole Number... 4,829 



GoDBamption 642 



Scarlatina. 468 

Pneumonia and 
Conges, of Langs 364 



OldAge 278 

Cholera Infantum . 247 

Heart, Diseases of.. 231 

Apoplexy and 

Paralysis 216 



Fevers, Typhoid, 
Ac 



Diphtheria 

Accidents.. 

Convulsions, &c. 



168 



163 



137 



133 



Cancer 125 



Debility 118 



1879. 



Whole Number... 4,472 



Consumption 637 

Pneumonia and 
Conges, of Lungs 811 



Scarlatina 811 



Diphtheria 259 



Apoplexy and 
Paralysis 



Old Age. 



220 



220 

Heart, Diseases of.. 202 
Cholera Infantum.. 161 



Cancer (all kinds) . . 125 

Fevers, Typhoid, 
&c 123 



Convulsions, &c... 104 



Accidents 102 



Croup. 



96 



1878. 



Whole Number. . . 4,441 



Consumption 676 



Diphtheria 436 

Pneumonia and 
Conges, of Lungs 317 



OldAge 222 



June 1st, 1862, to Dec. 
31st, 1877—25 yrs. 7 mos. 



Whole Number 77,399 



Consumption 12,627 

Pneumonia and 
Conges, of Lungs. 4,436 

OldAge 4,168 

Cholera Infantum.. 4,002 



Cholera Infantum. . 168 Scarlatina 3,360 

Heart, Diseases of.. 166 



Fevers, Typhoid, 
&c 

Accidents (all 
kinds) 



Cancer (all kinds). 

Convulsions and 
Fits 



Apoplexy and 
Paralysis. .. 



Croup. 



150 
122 
119 
112 
102 
93 



Fevers, Typhoid, 
&c 2,962 



Scarlatina 86 



Heart, Diseases of.. 2,829 

Apoplexy and 
Paralysis 2,579 

Accidents (all 
kinds) 2,349 



Dysentery 1,975 

. 1,642 



Convulsions and 
Fits 



Croup. 



1,680 



Diphtheria 1,783 



With the exception of Consumption, no disease or cause of death 
maintains its place in the order of number from year to year. 

Consumption, as in all previous years, stands at the head of the 
list in formidable numbers and proportion, as the most active agent 
of death. 

It is of some interest to note the changes that occur from one year 
to another, in regard to the number of deaths, and place on the list, 
of the twelve principal causes of death following Consumption, as 
shown in Table XLVIII. 

Scarlatina, which will be seen at the foot of the list in 1878, rose 
to third place in 1879, and to second place in 1880, with a proportion 
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of more than one tenth of all the specified causes of deaths in that 
veiir. 

Diphtheria, which was second in the list in 1878, was fourth in 
18T0, and ninth in 1880. 

Croup, which Inis had a place on the list in every previous year, has 
during 1880 been displaced by Debility, which is a rather indefinite 
term as a cause of death, and in many instances is doubtless returned 
as a name to cover real organic disetises of a chronic character not 
well understood. 
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COMMENTS. 

In the following remarks upon the various principal causes of death 
in Ehode Island, during the year 1880, an alphabetical order will be 
followed, as presented in Table XLIX. 

DEATHS FROM ACCIDENTS. 

The number of deaths from accidental causes of all kinds, reported 
in Ehode Island in 1880, was 137. This number is 35 more than in 
1879, and 15 more than in 1878. 

Of these 137 deaths, 21 were from burns and scalds; 33 by drown- 
ing; 14 from falls; 5 from poisoning; 18 from railroad accidents, and 
46 from various accidents too numerous to specify. 

Of the whole number of deaths by accidents, 101 were males, and 36 
were females; 52 were of American, and 85 were of foreign parentage. 

It will be noticed how much larger the proportion of males is than 
that of females; that is, 74 per cent, of male decedents to 26 per cent, 
of female decedents. Of parentage, 62 per cent, was of foreign, and 
38 per cent, of American. 

The number of deaths in each quarter of the year was as follows: 

First Quarter 32 Second Quarter 87 

Third Quarter 36 Fourth Quarter 82 

Total 137 

In regard to periods of life, the decedents from accidental causes 
were divided as follows: Under 5 years, 28; 5 and under 10, 19; 
between 10 and 20, 13; between 20 and 40, 32; between 40 and 60, 28; 
over 60, 14; and three, age not stated. 

In regard to sectional divisions of the State, 4 of the deaths from 
accidental causes were in Bristol county; 17 in Kent county; 9 in New- 
port county; 4 in Washington county, and 103 in Providence county. 
In Providence county, with less than 72 per cent, of the whole pop- 
ulation of the State, there was 75 per cent, of the whole number of 
deaths from accidents, and in Providence city, with about 38 per cent. 
of the population of the State, there was about 47 per cent, of the 
deaths from the same causes. 

The whole number of deaths from accidental causes, in 1880, in 
proportion to the whole mimher of deaths from specified causes, in the 
State, was 3 per cent.; the extremes were 5.8 per cent, in Kent 
county, and 1.5 per cent, in Washington county. 

In proportion to population the accidental deaths were as follows: 

Bristol County One in every 2,848 of the population. 

KentConutOr One in every 1,211 of the population. 

Newport County One in every 2,686 of the population. 

Providence County, Towns One in every 2,447 of the population. 

Providence City One in every 1,613 of the population. 

Waehington County One in every 5,624 of the population. 

Whole State One in every 2,018 of the population. 
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APOPLEXY AND PARALYSIS. 

Tho number of deaths reported iu Rhode lahmd, in 1880, caused by 
Apoplexy and Paralysis, was 215. 

Tliis number is 5 lees than in the preceding year, and 27 more than 
iu 1878. 

The following Table will present some of the incideutal relations of 
these eansos of death, during the last sixteen years: 

Table L. 

Showing the whole number and percentage of the Deaths in the State, 

from Apoplexy and Paralysis combined; and also the Sex and 

Parentage of the Decedents from these causes, and the 

number of the same in each of the Counties, 

from 1S65 to 1880 inclusive. 
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There was a slight falling oS in number and percentage of deaths 
from Apoplexy in 1880, as oorapai'ed with the previous year. It is 
none the less true, however, that the percentage of deaths from these 
causes, in proportion to whole number of deaths, has gradually in- 
creased, with slight fluctuations only, throughout the whole period of 
registration presented above. It will be seen that the proportion in 
1865 was less than 3 per cent., and that iu 1879 it had reached nearly 
5 per cent. It can scarcely be expected that the increase will continue 
in the years to come, with au equal pace. 

The increase in number and proportion, as will bo seen in Table L., 
is largely in decedents of foreign parentage, in which class the increase 
during the last four years is something phenomenal. 

Table LI. 

Showing the ages of Decedents from Apoplexy and Paralysis in each 

of the last sixteen years. 
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Apoplexy is not a disease to be expected in the earlier periods of 
life. Paralysis resulting from other causes sometimes occurs, and is 
occasionally fatal. Hence as the two diseases are taken together in 
the above Table, there is one case recorded under 20 years of age. 
The largest number in every year, with scarcely an exception, is be- 
tween the ages of 70 and 80. Above the age of 50 years, the number 
of decedents from apoplexy and paralysis increases rapidly in the ratio 
of mortality. More than 80 per cent, of all the deaths from these 
causes, are of persons above 50 years of age. 

PEOPORTION TO POPULATION. 

Bristol County One in every 688 persons. 

Kent County One in every 1,588 persons. 

Newport County One in every 1,099 persons. 

Providence County, Towns One in every 1,810 persons. 

Providence City One in every 1,844 persons. 

Washington County One in every 1,780 persons. 

It appears that in 1880, there were nearly three times as many 
deaths from apoplexy and paralysis in Bristol county, in proportion to 
the population, as there were in Washington county, and more than 
twice as many as in any other division, except Newport county. 

BRAIN, DISEASES OF. 

In Table XLIX., under the head of "Diseases of the Brain," are 
included all those reported as ** Cerebral Meningitis," "Cerebritis," 
"Congestion," "Inflammation," and "Diseases of the Brain.". 

The number of decedents from these several causes, grouped under 
the head of "Diseases of the Brain," in 1878, was 139; in 1879 was 
157; and in 1880 was 161. The proportion to whole mortality in the 
State, was 3.72 per cent, in 1879, and 3.49 per cent, in 1880. Of the 
161 decedents, 87 were males, and 74 were females. In regard to 
parentage, 87 were of American, and 74 of foreign parentage. 

The deaths in the different seasons of the year were as follows: 

First Quarter 47 Second Quarter 41 

Tliird Quarter 38 Fourth Quarter 86 

Total 161 

In relation to the i)eriods of life, 96 of the deaths were of children 
under 5 years of age, or nearly 60.0 per cent, of the whole number. 

CAKCER. 

Cancer was reported as tlie cause of 125 deaths in 1880. The term 
"Cancer" includes all the different varieties. 

The number of decedents from this cause, in 1880, was the same as 
in 1879. 
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The percentage of whole number of deaths in 1880, was 2.72, as 
against 2.96 in 1879. The difference in the percentage is occasioned 
by the larger number of deaths from other causes in 1880. 

The varieties of cancer as reported, may be found in Tables VIII. 
and IX., on pages 16 and 21. They were classed as follows: Cancer 
in various general localities, or cancer (various), 78; cancer of the 
breast, 8; of the stomach, 18; of the uterus, 21. 

In 1880, the deaths from cancer, in the several seasons of the year, 
were as follows: 

First Quarter 21 Second Quarter 83 

Third Quarter 33 Fourth Quarter 88 

Total 125 

CHILD-BIRTH. 

Cases of death are reported as having been caused by child-birth, 
without stating whether from hemorrhage, convulsions, nervous shock, 
local injury or what. As child-birth was the primary cause, the im- 
mediate cause is not so important. Under the head of ** Cliild-birth," 
therefore, are included puerperal fever, puerperal convulsions, and 
whatever causes that can only occur as the result of child-birth. 

The number reported in 1880, was 51; 33 of which were from the 
immediate effects of child-birth, without specifying particular cause, 
3 from puerpural convulsions, and 15 from puerpural fever. 

Of the 33 decedents from the immediate effects of child-birth, 15 
were of American, and 18 were of foreign parentage; of the 3 from 
puerpural convulsions, 2 were of American, and 1 of foreign parent- 
age; of the 15 from puerpural fever, 6 were of American, and 9 of 
foreign parentage. 

Of the whole number, 23 were of American, and 28 of foreign 
parentage. 

In the different seasons of the year they occurred as follows: 

First Quarter 20 Second Quarter 8 

Third Quarter 6 Fourth Quarter 18 

Of the decedents, 20 were under 20 years of age, 27 between 20 and 
30, 18 between 30 and 40, and the remaining 4 over 40 years of age. 

CHOLERA INFANTUM. 

The number of deaths reported as caused by cholera infantum, in 
1 880, was 247. 

This number is very much larger than that of the two previous 
years, as may be seen by reference to Table LII. 
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This diaeose had been gradually growing less, diminishing from 391 
in 1873, to 161 in 1879. It is quite probable that the number iu 1879 
will bo the miuimum of a long series of years following 1870. 

Of the 247 decedents, 123 wore males and 124 females; 109 were of 
American, and 138 of foreign parentage; 180 were under the age of 
one year, and 67 were between 1 and 2 years of age. 

Iu regard to season, two deaths were reported in February, four in 
April, fire in May, 16 in June, 198, or about 80.0 per cent., in the 
months of July, August and September, and 23 during the rest of 
the year. 

Tlie following Table shows the whole number of reported deaths 
from cholera infantum; the sex and parentage of the decedents, in 
each of tlic larger divisions of the State, in each of the last sixteen 
years: 

Table LII. 
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It will be seen that during the last sixteen years, 3,406 children have 
died from cholera infantum, of which 1,767 were males, and 1,639 were 
females. 

Of American parentage there were 1,551, and of foreign parentage 
1,855, or about 120 foreign to each 100 of American parentage. 

CONSUMPTIOK. 

The number of decedents during 1880, in Khode Island, reported 
as having died from consumption, was 642. 

This number is less than during any year since 1874, with the ex- 
ception of 1879. 

The proportion to the whole number of deaths, 14.02 per cent., is 
not only less than that of 1879, because of the larger whole number 
of deaths in 1880, but also less than in any year during the whole 
period of registration. 

The average of twenty years, from 1860 to 1879 inclusive, was 
16.84 per cent. 

Of these 642 decedents, 287 were males, and 355 were females. 

In regard to parentage, 287 were of American, and 355 were of 
foreign parentage. 

The proportions of the sexes are 44.7 males, and 55.3 females in 
each one hundred, or 123.7 females to each 100 males. 

The proportions in regard to parentage are 44.7 males, and 55.3 
females in each one hundred, singularly coinciding in proportion with 
the sexes, in the order named. 

There were 123. 7 of foreign parentage to each 100 of American. 

In regard to season, the largest number of deaths occurred in the 
first quarterly division of the year, and the smallest number in the 
second, as will be seen by the following summary: 

First Quarter 168 Second Quarter 146 

ThirdQuarter 166 Fourth Quarter 162 

Total 642 

The largest mortality in any one month was in March, the next 
largest in April, and the smallest in June. 

The month of May has shown the largest number of deaths from 
consumption, with a very few exceptions, during the whole twenty- 
eight years of registration. In 1880, this month reported only 44, 
the next to the smallest monthly number in the year. 

In relation to age, consumption spares no period of life, but the 
largest number of decedents are found between the ages of twenty 
and forty. 
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In 1880, 334, or more than 60 per cent, of the whole number of 
deaths from consumption, were of persons between twenty and forty 
years of age. In order to show more concisely the relation of age to 
mortality, the following synopsis is presented: 

Ages. No. of Deaths. 

Under 10 years of age 88 

Between 10 and 20 years 58 

Between 20 and 80 years 199 

Between 80 and 40 years 186 

Between 40 and 60 years 82 

Between 60 and 70 years 106 

Over 70 years 80 

Total 842 

The distribution of mortality from consumption, in the different 
sections of the State, is very unequal, not only in the percentage to 
the whole number of deaths in each section, but also in proportion to 
the population. 

The following Table shows the total deaths from all reported knoton 
causes, with the number and percentage of deaths from consumption, 
in each of the larger divisions of the State, and in the whole State, 
in each of the last fifteen years, and in the aggregate for a period of 
twenty years, from 1860 to 1879 inclusive: 
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The statistics of consumption presented in Table LIIL, in regard 
to the number and percentage of decedents, in connection with 
locality, will enable the reader to make ready and conclusive com- 
parisons. 

It was remarked in a previous report that by arranging in parallel 
columns the items of single years, and combining together a long 
series of years, the results of single years can be readily compared, and 
the averages of a long period conclusively ascertained. 

The variations of one year with another in the same locality, and 
of different localities in the same year, and the averages for a con- 
siderable number of years, are shown in such' manner as to allow very 
definite conclusions. 

In Bristol county, the annual percentages of mortality from con- 
sumption, to total deaths in the same county, have varied from 9.09 
per cent, in 1880, to 19.13 per cent, in 1876. 

The percentage of 1880, 9.09, is less than in any previous year. 
The average of twenty years is 13.45 per cent., and is the smallest of 
any county. 

Kent county shows a variation of from 12.69 per cent, in 1874, to 
26. 17 per cent, in 1867. In 1879 the percentage was 13.72, scarcely 
above half that of 1867. The mean average percentage of the long 
period is 18.28, the largest, with one exception, of any county in the 
State. 

Following close upon the low average percentage of the twenty year 
period in Bristol county, we find Newport county with a mean of 
14.24 per cent., or about four-fifths of one per cent, larger. 

The variations in the annual percentages of Newport county, as 
seen in the foregoing Table, are from 10.75 per cent, in 1871, to 16.07 
percent, in 1876. The percentage of 1880 is 10.49, the smallest on 
record. 

Providence county towns show variations from 11.42 per cent, in 
1874, to 23.28 per cent, in 1867, as may be seen in the Table. In 1862, 
there was in the towns of Providence county the high rate of 24.78 
per cent., the largest on record for that county. In the same year the 
percentage of the whole State was 21.22, also the largest on record. 

The percentage of consumption to total given causes of mortality 
in Providence county towns, in 1880, was 15.35; for twenty years, 
1860 to 1879 inclusive, the average was 17.95 per cent. ; or about two 
and two-thirds per cent, higlier tlian the rate of 1880. 

In Providence city, the proportion of deaths from consumption to 
total specified deatlis, was 15.60 per cent. 

Washington county has almost invariably shown a large percentage 
of mortality from consumption. The average percentage for the term 

17 
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of twenty years, is larger than any other section of the State. The 
smallest percentage during the last sixteen years was recorded in 1880, 
that is, 12.22; the largest in 1870, which was 24.04 per cent. 

The average mortality of twenty years is 19.08 per cent.; and of 
1879, 21.82 per cent., or more than 9.5 per cent, larger than in 1880. 

The smaller proportional number of deatlis from other diseases, 
makes the percentage of deaths from consumption larger. For in- 
stance, in 1879, the proportion of deaths from all diseases to popula- 
tion, in Washington county, was 11.1 in each one thousand; in 
Providence county, 17.2 in each thousand. 

The variation of the extremes of proportion in the whole State, 
during the last fifteen years, is from 20.74 per cent, in 1867, to 12.96 
per cent, in 1874. 

The percentage of 1880 is, as before stated, 14.02, and the annual 
average of twenty years 16.84 per cent. 

PROPORTION OF DEATHS TO POPULATION. 

For the purpose of ascertaining and presenting the percentage of 
deaths from consumption, in proportion to the population, in the 
different divisions of the State, the following summary was prepared. 
It will show the yearly average number of deaths from this cause^ and 
the proportion to population in each division, for a period of nineteen 
years; namely, from 1860 to 1879. If the population of all sections 
increased with equal ratio, such comparison would show the relative 
liability of the inhabitants of each section to the disease, with quite 
full accuracy. But as it is, an average of the semi-decennial enu- 
merations will afford such an approximation to exactness, as to make 
the comparisons sufficiently correct. 

1860 to 1879. 

NINETEEN YEARS. 

Yearly Yearly average 

average. to population 

No. of Deaths. one in every 

Bristol County 21.4 442 or 2.26 in each 1,000 

Kent County 43.8 403 or 2.48 in each 1,000 

Newport County 42.7 492 or 2.08 in each 1,000 

Providence County, Towns 182-3 403 or 2.48 in each 1,000 

Providence City 229.0 349 or 2.87 in each 1,000 

Washington County 42.0 452 or 2.21 in each 1,000 
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For the purpose of comparison with the long period of nineteen 
years, as well as each with the other, the following summary for the 
two years 1879 and 1880 is presented: 

CONSUMPTION, PROPORTION OF DEATHS TO POPULATION. 

1879. 

Total To population 

Deaths. one in every 

Bristol Coonty 16 718 or 1.40 in each 1,000 

KentConnty 38 542 or 1.84 in each 1,000 

Newport County .. . 45 588 or 1.86 in each 1^000 

Providence County, Towns 197 — 473 or 2.11 in each 1,000 

Providence City 298 358 or 2.80 in each 1,000 

Washington County 48 470 or 2.13 in each 1,000 

1880. 

Total To population 

Deaths. one in every 

Bristol County . . 19 599 or 1.66 in each 1,000 

KentConnty 45 458 or 2,18 in each 1,000 

Newport County 34 711 or 1.40 in each 1,000 

Providence County, Towns 189 496 or 2 03 in each 1,000 

Providence City 322 826 or 3.07 in each 1,000 

Washington County 33 681 or 1.50 in each 1,000 

The proportions of 1879 and 1880 are based on the Census of 1880. 

It would appear by a comparison of the last two years, with the 
long period of nineteen years, that the proportion of deaths from 
consumption to population, was diminishing in all parts of the State 
outside of Providence city. The results of one or two years, however, 
are very inconclusive in regard to proportion, as very considerable 
changes in numbers not infrequently occur, from one year to another. 

CROUP AND DIPHTHERIA. 

These two diseases, similar in many respects, have been considered 
together in these reports since 1858. The contrast is made for the 
purpose of showing their various relations, the same as with other 
diseases, and not from any suspicion of identity, croup being 
primarily, by general belief, a local disease, and diphtheria a consti- 
tutional disease. 
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The following Table shows the number of deaths and the sex of the 
decedents in Rhode Ishmd, from croup and from diphtheria, in each 
of tlie seven years, from 1858 to 1864 inclusive: 

Table LIV. 



CROUP. 



YEARS. 



DIPHTHERIA. 



Males. 



1858. 

1859. 

1860. 

1861. 

1862 

1863 

1864. 



Seven Years. 



35 
37 
27 
32 
34 
51 
48 



264 



Females. 

34 
21 
30 
26 
39 
46 
57 

253 



Total. 



69 
58 
57 
58 
73 
97 
105 



6r 



Males. 


Females. 


1 


6 


10 


10 


24 


48 


66 


74 


31 


50 


78 


82 


67 

1 


98 


272 


357 



Total. 



6 

20 

67 

140 

81 

165 

160 



629 



Table LIV. has been continued from previous reports for the reason 
that comparisons of deaths and sex of decedents may be made, from 
3'ear to year, from the first appearance of diplitheria in the State. It 
could not well be combined with Table LV., because the parentage of 
decedents prior to 1865 had not been presented in these Reports. 

The aggregate number of decedents from diphtheria during the 
first five years of its prevalence in the State, were exactly the same as 
the total decedents from croup during the same period. During the 
succeeding two years, diphtheria had exceeded croup about fifty per 
cent. 

The following Table gives the number, the sex and the parentage 
of the decedents from croup and from diphtheria, in Rhode Island, 
in each of the last sixteen years, from 1865 to 1880 inclusive: 



causes of death. 
Table LV. 
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The remarkable difEerence in the mimber of decedents one year with 
another, between eronp and diphtheria, will hardly fail to be noticed. 
During the last 16 years, the largest namber of deaths in any year 
from croup, was 10<J, in 1876, and the smallest number was 30, in 
1868. 

During the same time, the variation in the number of deaths from 
diphtheria, was from 30, in 1868, to 492, in 1877. 

Diphtheria has declined largely in number of decedents since 1878, 
numbering only 152 in 1880. 

SEX AND PARENTAGE, 

During the twenty-three years, 1858 to 1880 inclusive, of the whole 
number of decedents from croup, 851 were males, and 806 were 
females; or 105.5 males to each 100 females. 
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Of the whole number of decedents from diphtheria during the 
the same period of time, 1,248 were males; and 1,383 were females; 
or 90.2 males to eaeli 100 females. 

The preponderance of males in the decedents from croup, and the 
preponderance of females in the decedents from diphtheria, will not 
fail to be observed. 

In regard to parentage, it will be seen that the mortality from 
croup is the largest in that of foreign, and the mortality from diph- 
theria the largest in that of American parentage. 

SEASON AND MORTALITST. 

The influence of season in regard to mortality from croup and diph- 
theria, may be seen in the following Table, where these diseases may 
also be compared with scarlatina, to which they bear resemblance in 
some respects. The Table will give the whole number of deaths 
during the periods named, and the average monthly and quarterly 
percentages of deaths, from each disease: 

Table LVI. 



MONTHS. 



January 

February. — 

March 

First Quarter. 



April 

May 

June — 

Second Quarter, 



July. 

August 

September 

Third Quarter. 



October 

November 

December 

Fourth Quarter.. 



Totals. 



CROUP. 
1853-1879. 



I Number 

of Deaths. 

1 

237 
204 
165 
606 

135 
94 
91 

320 

60 

54 

123 

237 

203 
261 
280 
744 

1,907 



Per cent. 



12.43 

10.70 

8.65 



31.78 

7.07 
4.91 
4.80 



16.78 

3.14 
2.83 
6.47 



DIPHTHERIA. 

1858-1879. 



12.44 

10.64 i 
13.68 
14.68 
39.00 

100.00 



Number 
of Deaths. 



238 
171 
194 



603 

145 
162 
166 • 



472 

129 
154 
235 



Per cent. 



518 

342 
334 
802 



978 



2,571 



9.25 
6.63 
7.54 



23.42 

5.64 
6.30 
6.40 



18.34 

5.01 
6.00 
9.14 



20.15 

13.34 
12.99 
11.76 



38.09 
100.00 



SCARLATINA. 
1858-1879. 






Number 
of Deaths. 



491 
458 
418 



1,362 

350 
382 
346 



1,078 

247 
199 
199 



645 

274 
366 
496 



1,136 
4,221 



Per cent. 



11,63 

10.73 

9.90 



32.26 

8.29 
9.04 
8.19 



25.52 

5.85 
4.71 
4.71 



15.27 

6.50 

8.68 

11.77 



26.95 
100.00 
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An examination of the preceding Table will show, that season has a 
very decided and unmistakable influence upon the production of mor- 
tality from the three named diseases, if not upon the prevalence of 
the same. 

More extended comments and observations in relation to the in- 
fluence of season, and the variableness of the influence in the pro- 
duction of mortality from the three different diseases, may be found 
in the preceding Kegistration Report (the twenty-seventh). 

The following Table will show the statistics of scarlatina for each 
of the last twenty-six years, from 1855 to 1880 inclusive, the whole 
number of deaths in the State; the number, and percentage and sex 
of the decedents from scarlatina, and the number from scarlatina in 
each division of the State. It also shows, from 1865 to 1880 inclusive, 
the parentage of the decedents from scarlatina: 
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Table LVII. 



YEARS. 



1855 

1856 

1867 

loOo. . . . . 

1859 

1860 

1861 

1862 

1868 

1864 

1865 

1866 

1867.. .. 
1868 

loOVI. • ■ • . • 

1870 

1871 

1872 

1873 

1874..' ... 

1875 

1876 

1877 

1878 

1879 

1880 

Totals, 
26 Years. . 
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SCARLATINA. 
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2,927 
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3,382 
3,238 
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4,229 
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4,450 
4,441 
4,472 
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40 
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37 
33 
33 
22 
51 



PABBNTAOB. 
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130 
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15 


13 
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47 


46 
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160 


37 


38 


41 


25 


22 


31 


124 


163 
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1,502 




DISEASES OF THE HEART. 



The number of deaths reported in Rhode Island, in 1880, from dis- 
eases of the heart, was 231. It is the largest number ever reported in 
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Rhode Island from tliis cause, and was the fifth most fatal disease in 
the order of largest number during 1880. 

The following Table shows, for each of the last sixteen years, 1865 
to 1880 inclusive, the whole number of deaths in the State; the num- 
ber and percentage, and the sex and pai-entage of the decedents from 
diseases of the heart, and the number of the same iu each division of 
the State: 

Table LVIII. 
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The difference in the percentage of males and fcmiites, and also of 
Americau and foreign parentage, of the decedents from diseases of the 
heart is quite noteworthy. 

Of the 2,657 persons deceased from diseases of the heart, in the last 
sixteen years, 1,351 were males, and 1,206 were females; or 53.83 males 
and 47.17 females in each 100; or 112.0 males to each 100 females. 
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Tiie differeoce in parentage is mnch more noticeable than that of 
sex. 

Of the 2,597 decedents from disease of the heart, there were 1,667 
of American parentage, and Sdliof foreign parentage. 

The proportions would therefore stand as follows: 

To every 100 of foreign parentage there were about 190 of Amer- 
ican; or 66.3 American, and 34.8 of foreign parentage in each 100 
deaths. 

The fallowing Table shows the number of decedents from diseases 
of the heart, in each divisional period of life, in each of the last sixteen 
years: 

Table LIX. 
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The results of sixteen years registration, with record of ages of 
decedents from diseases of the heart, show in periods of twenty years 
of life, the following percentages: 
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The remiirhable difference in the number of decedenls one year with 
another, botween croup and diphtheria, will Imrdly fiiil to be noticed. 
During the last 16 years, the largest niitnber of deaths iii any year 
from croup, was lOi, in 1876, and the smallest number was 30, in 
1868. 

During the same time, the variation in the number of deaths from 
diphtheria, was from 20, in 1868, to 492, in 1877. 

Diphtheria has declined largely in number of decedents since 1878, 
nnmbering only 152 in 1880. 

SEX AND PAKENTAOE, 

During the twenty-three years, 1858 to 1880 inclusive, of the whole 
number of decedents from croup, 851 were males, and 806 were 
females: or 105,5 males to each 100 females. 
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Of the whole number of decedents from diphtheria during the 
the same period of time, 1,248 were males; and 1,383 were females; 
or 90.2 males to each 100 females. 

The preponderance of males in the decedents from croup, and the 
preponderance of females in the decedents from diphtheria, will not 
fail to be observed. 

In regard to parentage, it will be seen that the mortality from 
croup is the largest in that of foreign, and the mortality from diph- 
theria the largest in that of American parentage. 

SEASON AND MORTALITY. 

The influence of season in regard to mortality from croup and diph- 
theria, may be seen in the following Table, where these diseases may 
also be compared with scarlatina, to which they bear resemblance in 
some respects. The Table will give the whole number of deaths 
during the periods named, and the average monthly and quarterly 
percentages of deaths, from each disease: 

Table LVI. 



MONTHS. 



January 

February. — 

March 

First Quarter. 



April 

May 

June — 

Second Quarter. 



July. 

August 

September 

Third Quarter. 



October 

November 

December 

Fourth Quarter. 



Totals. 



CROUP. 
1853-1879. 



237 

203 
261 
280 
744 

1,907 



Number 
of Deaths. 

237 
204 
165 
606 I 

135 ! 
94 ! 
91 i 

I 

320 ; 

i 

60 

54 

123 



Per cent. 

12.43 

10.70 

8.65 



31.78 

7.07 

4.91 

4.80 

16.78 

3.14 
2.83 
6.47 

12.44 I 

i 
10.64 i 

13.68 

14.68 

39.00 

100.00 



DIPHTHERIA. 

1858-1879. 



Number 
of Deaths. 



238 
171 
194 
603 

145 
162 
165 
472 



129 
154 
235 



518 

342 
334 
302 



978 
2,571 



Per cent. 



9.25 
6.63 
7.54 



23.42 

5.64 
6.30 
6.40 



18.34 

5.01 
6.00 
9.14 



20.15 

13.34 
12.99 
11.76 



38.09 
100.00 



SCARLATINA. 

1863-1879. 



Number 
of Deaths. 



491 
453 
418 



1,362 

350 
382 
346 



1,078 

247 
199 
199 



645 

274 
366 
496 



1,136 
4,221 



Per cent. 



11,68 

10.73 

9.90 



82.26 

8.29 
9.04 
8.19 



25.52 

5.85 
4.71 
4.71 



15.27 

6.50 

8.68 

11.77 



26.95 
100.00 



t 
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An examination of the preceding Table will show, that season has a 
very decided and unmistakable influence upon the production of mor- 
tality from the three named diseases, if not upon the prevalence of 
the same. 

More extended comments and observations in relation to the in- 
fluence of season, and the variableness of the influence in the pro- 
duction of mortality from the three different diseases, may be found 
in the preceding Eegistration Eeport (the twenty-seventh). 

The following Table will show the statistics of scarlatina for each 
of the last twenty-six years, from 1855 to 1880 inclusive, the whole 
number of deaths in the State; the number, and percentage and sex 
of the decedents from scarlatina, and the number from scarlatina in 
each division of the State. It also shows, from 1865 to 1880 inclusive, 
the parentage of the decedents from scarlatina: 
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of twenty years, is larger than any other section of the State. The 
smallest percentage during the last sixteen years was recorded in 1880, 
that is, 12.22; the largest in 1870, which was 24.04 per cent. 

The average mortality of twenty years is 19.08 per cent.; and of 
1879, 21.82 per cent., or more than 9.5 per cent, larger than in 1880. 

The smaller proportional number of deaths from other diseases, 
makes the percentage of deaths from consumption larger. For in- 
stance, in 1879, the proportion of deaths from all diseases to popula- 
tion, in Washington county, was 11.1 in each one thousand; in 
Providence county, 17.2 in each thousand. 

The variation of the extremes of proportion in the whole State, 
during the last fifteen years, is from 20.74 per cent, in 1867, to 12.96 
per cent, in 1874. 

The percentage of 1880 is, as before stated, 14.02, and the annual 
average of twenty years 16.84 per cent. 

PROPORTION OF DEATHS TO POPULATION. 

For the purpose of ascertaining and presenting the percentage of 
deaths from consumption, in proportion to the population, in the 
different divisions of the State, the following summary was prepared. 
It will show the yearly average number of deaths from this cause, and 
the proportion to population in each division, for a period of nineteen 
years; namely, from 1860 to 1879. If the population of all sections 
increased with equal ratio, such comparison would show the relative 
liability of the inhabitants of each section to the disease, with quite 
full accuracy. But as it is, an average of the semi-decennial enu- 
merations will afford such an approximation to exactness, as to make 
the comparisons sufficiently correct. 





1860 


to 1879. 




NINETEEN YEARS. 




Yearly 


Yearly average 




average. 


to population 


No 


. of Deaths. 


one in every 



Bristol County 21.4 442 or 2.26 in each 1,000 

Kent County 43.8 403 or 2.48 in each 1,000 

Newport County 42.7 492 or 2.as in each 1,000 

Providence County, Towns 182.3 403 or 2.48 in each 1,000 

Providence City 229.0 849 or 2.87 in each 1,000 

Washington County 42.0 452 or 2.21 in each 1,000 
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For the purpose of comparison with the long period of nineteen 
years, as well as each with the other, the following summary for the 
two years 1879 and 1880 is presented: 

CONSUMPTION, PROPORTION OP DEATHS TO POPULATION. 

1879. 

* 

Total To population 

Deaths. one in every 

Bristol County 16 718 or 1.40 in each 1,000 

Kent County 38 542 or 1.84 in each 1,000 

Newport County 45 538 or 1.86 in each 1 ;000 

Providence County, Towns 197 473 or 2.11 in each 1,000 

Providence City 293 358 or 2.80 in each 1,000 

Washington County 48 470 or 2.13 in each 1,000 

1880. 

Total To population 

Deaths. one in every 

Bristol County 19 599 or 1.66 in each 1,000 

KentCounty 45 458 or 2,18 in each 1,000 

Newport County 34 711 or 1.40 in each 1,000 

Providence County, Towns 189 496 or 2 03 in each 1,000 

Providence City 322 326 or 3.07 in each 1,000 

Washington County 33 681 or 1.50 in each 1,000 

The proportions of 1879 and 1880 are based on the Census of 1880. 

It would appear by a comparison of the last two years, with the 
long period of nineteen years, that the proportion of deaths from 
consumption to population, was diminishing in all parts of the State 
outside of Providence city. The results of one or two years, however, 
are very inconclusive in regard to proportion, as very considerable 
changes in numbers not infrequently occur, from one year to another. 

CROUP AND DIPHTHERIA. 

These two diseases, similar in many respects, have been considered 
together in these reports since 1858. The contrast is made for the 
purpose of showing their various relations, the same as with other 
diseases, and not from any suspicion of identity, croup being 
primarily, by general belief, a local disease, and diphtheria a consti- 
tutional disease. 
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Table LXII. 
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It will be seen that the number of deeedentB from " Fever," in 
180, was not only larger than in 1879, but the percentage of mor- 
;ality from that cause, to all named causes of death, was also con- 
siderably larger. 



The difference in regard to aex was less than in the previous year, 
113.5 females to each 100 Tuales in 1880; as against 143.5 females to 
each 100 males in 1879. The average of the last sixteen years is about 
109 females to each 100 males; or 52.2 females and 47.8 males in each 
100 decedents. 
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The remarkable difference in tlie number of decedenta one year with 
another, between croup and diphtheria, will hardly fail to be noticed. 
During the last 16 years, the largest number of deaths iu any year 
from croup, was lOi, in 1876, and the smallest number was 30, in 
1868. 

During the same time, the variation in the number of deaths from 
diphtheria, was from 20, in 1868, to 492, in 1877. 

Diphtheria has declined largely in number of decedents since 1878, 
numbering only 152 in 1880, 

SEX AND PA RENTAGE. 

Dnring the twenty-three years, 1858 to 1880 inclusive, of the whole 
number of decedents from croup, 851 were males, and 806 were 
females: or 105.5 males to each lOO females. 
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Of the whole number of decedents from diphtheria during the 
the same period of time, 1,248 were males; and 1,383 were females; 
or 90.2 males to each 100 females. 

The preponderance of males in the decedents from croup, and the 
preponderance of females in the decedents from diphtheria, will not 
fail to be observed. 

In regard to parentage, it will be seen that the mortality from 
croup is the largest in that of foreign, and the mortality from diph- 
theria the largest in that of American parentage. 

SEASON AND MORTALITY. 

The influence of season in regard to mortality from croup and diph- 
theria, may be seen in the following Table, where these diseases may 
also be compared with scarlatina, to which they bear resemblance in 
some respects. The Table will give the whole number of deaths 
during the periods named, and the average monthly and quarterly 
percentages of deaths, from each disease: 

Table LVI. 



MONTHS. 



January 

February. — 

March 

First Quarter. 



April 

May 

June .... 

Second Quarter. 



July. 

August 

September 

Third Quarter . 



October 

November 

December 

Fourth Quarter.. 



Totals. 



CROUP. 
1853-1879. 



DIPHTHERIA. 

1858-1879. 



Number p^^ ^^„^_ ; Number p^^ ^^^^^ 



of Deaths. 

237 
204 
165 
606 i 

135 I 
94 
91 

320 

60 

54 

123 



12.43 

10.70 

8.65 



31.78 

7.07 

4.91 

4.80 

16.78 

3.14 
2.a3 
6.47 



of Deaths. 

238 
171 
194 



603 

145 
162 
165 ' 
472 

129 
154 
235 



237 

203 
261 
280 


12.44 ; 

10.64 
13.68 
14.68 ■ 


518 

342 
334 
302 


744 
1,907 


39.00 1 
100.00 


978 
2,571 



9.25 
6.63 
7.54 



23.42 

5.64 
6.30 
6.40 



18.34 

5.01 
6.00 
9.14 



20.15 

13.34 
12.99 
11.76 



38.09 
100.00 



SCARLATINA. 
1858-1879. 



Number 
of Deaths. 



491 
453 
418 



1,362 

350 
382 
846 



1,078 

247 
199 
199 



645 

274 

366 
496 



1,136 
4,221 



Per cent. 



11,63 

10.73 

9.90 



82.26 

8.29 
9.04 
8.19 



25.52 

5.85 
4.71 
4.71 



15.27 

6.50 

8.68 

11.77 

26.95 

100.00 
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An examination of the preceding Table will show, that season has a 
very decided and unmistakable influence upon the production of mor- 
tality from the three named diseases, if not upon the prevalence of 
the same. 

More extended comments and observations in relation to the in- 
fluence of season, and the variableness of the influence in the pro- 
duction of mortality from the three different diseases, may be found 
in the preceding Eegistration Report (the twenty-seventh). 

The following Table will show the statistics of scarlatina for each 
of the last twenty-six years, from 1855 to 1880 inclusive, tJie whole 
number of deaths in the State; the number, and percentage and sex 
of the decedents from scarlatina, and the number from scarlatina in 
each division of the State. It also shows, from 1865 to 1880 inclusive, 
the parentage of the decedents from scarlatina: 
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of twenty years, is larger than any other section of the State. The 
smallest percentage during the last sixteen years was recorded in 1880, 
that is, 12.22; the largest in 1870, which was 24.04 per cent. 

The average mortality of twenty years is 19.08 per cent.; and of 
1879, 21.82 per cent., or more than 9.5 per cent, larger than in 1880. 

The smaller proportional number of deaths from other diseases, 
makes the percentage of deaths from consumption larger. For in- 
stance, in 1879, the proportion of deaths from all diseases to popula- 
tion, in Washington county, was 11.1 in each one thousand; in 
Providence county, 17.2 in each thousand. 

The variation of the extremes of proportion in the whole State, 
during the last fifteen years, is from 20.74 per cent, in 1867, to 12.96 
per cent, in 1874. 

The percentage of 1880 is, as before stated, 14.02, and the annual 
average of twenty years 16.84 per cent. 

PROPORTION OF DEATHS TO POPULATION. 

For the purpose of ascertaining and presenting the percentage of 
deaths from consumption, in proportion to the population, in the 
different divisions of the State, the following summary was prepared. 
It will show the yearly average number of deaths from this cause^ and 
the proportion to population in each division, for a period of nineteen 
years; namely, from 1860 to 1879. If the population of all sections 
increased with equal ratio, such comparison would show the relative 
liability of the inhabitants of each section to the disease, with quite 
full accuracy. But as it is, an average of the semi-decennial enu- 
merations will afford such an approximation to exactness, as to make 
the comparisons sufficiently correct. 





1860 to 


1879. 




NINETEEN 


YEARS. 




Yearly 


Yearly average 




average. 


to population 


No 


. of Deaths. 


one in every 



Bristol County 21.4 442 or 2.26 in each 1,000 

Kent County 43.8 403 or 2.48 in each 1,000 

Newport County 42.7 492 or 2.03 in each 1,000 

Providence County, Towns 182.3 403 or 2.48 in each 1,000 

Providence City 229.0 849. or 2.87 in each 1,000 

Washington County 42.0 462 or 2.21 in each 1,000 
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For the purpose of comparison with the long period of nineteen 
years, as well as each with the other, the following summary for the 
two years 1879 and 1880 is presented: 

CONSUMPTION, PROPORTION OP DEATHS TO POPULATION. 

1879. 

Total To population 

Deaths. one in every 

Bristol County 16 718 or 1.40 in each 1,000 

KentCounty 38 542 or 1.84 in each 1,000 

Newport County 45 538 or 1.86 in each 1.000 

Providence County, Towns 197 473 or 2.11 in each 1,000 

Providence City 293 358 or 2.80 in each 1,000 

Washington County 48 470 or 2.13 in each 1,000 

1880. 

Total To population 

Deaths. one in every 

Bristol County 19 599 or 1.66 in each 1,000 

KentCounty 45 458. or 2,18 in each 1,000 

Newport County 34 711 or 1.40 in each 1,000 

Providence County, Towns 189 496 or 2 03 in each 1,000 

Providence City 322 326 or 3.07 in each 1,000 

Washmgton County 33 681 or 1.50 in each 1,000 

The proportions of 1879 and 1880 are based on the Census of 1880. 

It would appear by a comparison of the last two years, with the 
long period of nineteen years, that the proportion of deaths from 
consumption to po2)ulation, was diminishing in all parts of the State 
outside of Providence city. The results of one or two years, however, 
are very inconclusive in regard to proportion, as very considerable 
changes in numbers not infrequently occur, from one year to another. 

CROUP AND DIPHTHERIA. 

These two diseases, similar in many respects, have been considered 
together in these reports since 1858. The contrast is made for the 
purpose of showing their various relations, the same as with other 
diseases, and not from any suspicion of identity, croup being 
primarily, by general belief, a local disease, and diphtheria a consti- 
tutional disease. 
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Skc. 4. Every meeting of the Society of Friends, clergyman, and all others authorized to join 
persons in marriage, shall make a faithful record of every such rite performed by them, in manner 
and form aforesaid, and return the same for the last preceding month, on or before the second 
Monday of every month, to the town clerk of the town in which such rite shall have been performed; 
and no marriage shall be solemnized until the parties shall have signed and delivered to the person 
about to solemnize it, or to the clerk of a meeting of the Society of Friends, a certificate containing 
the information required for the record of a marriage, as prescribed by this chapter. 

Sec. 5. The town clerk of every town shall annually, in the month of January, collect the 
information required by this chapter, in relation to all children born in the town during the year 
ending on the thirty-first day of December next preceding. 

Sec. 6. Whenever any person shall die, or any still-born qhild shall be brought forth in this 
State, the physician attending at such bringing forth or last sickness, if any physician so attended, 
shall within forty-eight hours after such death or bringing forth, leave with the family, if any, or 
person having the care of the deceased, or the person bringing forth such still-bom child, or give to 
the undertaker or person who conducts the funeral, a certificate stating in case of a death the name 
of the deceased, the date of the death, and the disease or cause of the death, and in case of the 
bringing forth of a still-bom child, the date and the cause of such child being brought forth 
still-bom. 

Sec. 7. Every town council may appoint a sufficient number of persons to act as undertakers* 
removable at the pleasure of such council. 

Sec. 8 No undertaker or other person shall conduct a funeral, or bury or deposit in a tomb, or 
remove from this State or otherwise dispose of the remains of any deceased person or stilNborn 
child, unless he shall first obtain the physician^s certificate required by section six of this chapter, 
if a physician was in attendance upon such person who has deceased, or the person bringing forth 
such still-bom child, and shall return the same, together with his own certificate of the information 
required by section three of this chapter, to the town clerk of the town where such death or 
bringing forth took place. 

Sec 9. Any town may make ordinances, more effectually to attain the objects herein contem- 
plated. 

Sec. 10. The town clerks, or persons appointed as aforesaid, shall receive for each record of a 
death made and returned as required by law, and for each record of a marriage made and returned 
as required by law, twenty cents, to be paid to them out of their respective town treasuries: 
Provided^ that the yearly compensation to be paid out of the town treasury as aforesaid, to any one 
town clerk or person appointed as aforesaid, who shall perform the duties prescribed by this 
chapter, shall not be less than five dollars. Undertakers and others making returns of deaths as 
required by section eight of this chapter, shall receive for each full report of a death made to the 
town clerk, five cents, in the cities of Providence and Newport, and ten cents in the other towns of 
the Slate. 

Sec 11. Every clergyman, physician, undertaker, town clerk, clerk of any meeting of the Society 
of Friends, or other person, who shall wilfully neglect or refuse to perform any of the duties 
imposed on, or required of him, by this chapter, shall be fined not exceeding twenty dollars for 
each offence, one half thereof to the use of the town in which the offence shall occur, and one 
half thereof to the use of the person who shall complain of the same. 

Sec 12. Every clergyman, physician, coroner, undertaker or clerk of any meeting of the Society 
of Friends, shall cause his name and residence to be recorded in the town clerk's office of the town 
where he resides. 

Sec 13. No letters of administration or letters testamentary shall be granted by any court of 
probate, upon the estate of any person, until the death of such person, or the facts from which the 
same is presumed, shall be duly certified, as near as may be, to the town clerk, in order that the 
same may be duly registered according to the provisions of this chapter. 
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The remarkable diSereuee in the number of decedents one year with 
another, between croup and diphtheria, will hardly fail to be noticed. 
During the last 16 years, the largest number of deaths in any year 
from croup, was lOiJ, in 1876, and the smallest number was 30, in 
1868. 

During the same time, the variation in the number of deaths from 
diphtheria, was from 20, in 1868, to 493, in 1877. 

Diphtheria has declined largely in number of decedents since 1878, 
numbering only 152 in 1880. 

SEX AND PARENTAGE, 

During the twenty-three years, 1858 to 1880 inclusive, of the whole 
number of decedents from croup, 851 were males, and 806 wore 
females: or 105.5 males to each 100 females. 
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Of the whole number of decedents from diphtheria during the 
the same period of time, 1,248 were males; and 1,383 were females; 
or 90.2 males to each 100 females. 

The preponderance of males in the decedents from croup, and the 
preponderance of females in the decedents from diphtheria, will not 
fail to be observed. 

In regard to parentage, it will be seen that the mortality from 
croup is the largest in that of foreign, and the mortality from diph- 
theria the largest in that of American parentage. 

SEASON AND MORTALITY. 

The influence of season in regard to mortality from croup and diph- 
theria, may be seen in the following Table, where these diseases may 
also be compared with scarlatina, to which they bear resemblance in 
some respects. The Table will give the whole number of deaths 
during the periods named, and the average monthly and quarterly 
percentages of deaths, from each disease: 

Table LVI. 



MONTHS. 



January 

February. — 

March 

First Quarter. 



April 

May 

June — 

Second Quarter. 



July. 

August 

September 

Third Quarter. 



October 

November 

December 

Fourth Quarter. 



Totals. 



CROUP. 
1853-1879. 



Number 
of Deaths. 

237 j 

204 I 

165 I 
606 

135 
94 
91 

3-20 

60 

54 

123 



237 

203 
261 
280 



744 



1,907 



Per cent. 

12.43 

10.70 

8.65 



31.78 

7.07 
4.91 
4.80 



16.78 

3.14 

2.83 

6.47 

12.44 

10.64 
13.68 
14.68 



39.00 



100.00 



DIPHTHERIA. 

1858-1879. 



Number 
of Deaths. 



238 
171 
194 



603 

145 
162 
165 



472 

129 
154 
235 

518 

342 
334 
302 



978 



2,571 



Per cent. 



9.25 
6.63 
7.54 



28.42 

5.64 
6.30 
6.40 



18.34 

5.01 
6.00 
9.14 



20.15 

13.34 
12.99 
11.76 



38.09 
100.00 



SCARLATINA. 

1863-1879. 



Number 
of Deaths. 



491 
453 
418 



1,862 

850 
382 

846 



1,078 

247 
199 
199 



645 

274 
866 
496 



1,186 
4,221 



Per cent. 



11,68 

10.73 

9.90 



82.26 

8.29 
9.04 
8.19 



25.52 

5.85 
4.71 
4.71 



15.27 

6.60 

8.68 

11.77 

26.95 

100.00 
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An examination of the preceding Table will show, that season has a 
very decided and unmistakable influence upon the production of mor- 
tality from the three named diseases, if not upon the prevalence of 
the same. 

More extended comments and observations in relation to the in- 
fluence of season, and the variableness of the influence in the pro- 
duction of mortality from the three different diseases, may be found 
in the preceding Eegistration Report (the twenty-seventh). 

The following Table will show tlie statistics of scarlatina for each 
of the last twenty-six years, from 1855 to 1880 inclusive, the whole 
number of deaths in the State; the number, and percentage and sex 
of the decedents from scarlatina, and the number from scarlatina in 
each division of the State. It also shows, from 1865 to 1880 inclusive, 
the parentage of the decedents from scarlatina: 
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of twenty years, is larger than any other section of the State. The 
smallest percentage during the last sixteen years was recorded in 1880, 
that is, 12.22; the largest in 1870, which was 24.04 per cent. 

The average mortality of twenty years is 19.08 per cent.; and of 
1879, 21.82 per cent., or more than 9.5 per cent, larger than in 1880. 

The smaller proportional number of deaths from other diseases, 
makes the percentage of deaths from consumption larger. For in- 
stance, in 1879, the proportion of deaths from all diseases to popula- 
tion, in Washington county, was 11.1 in each one thousand; in 
Providence county, 17.2 in each thousand. 

The variation of the extremes of proportion in the whole State, 
during the last fifteen years, is from 20.74 per cent, in 1867, to 12.96 
per cent, in 1874. 

The percentage of 1880 is, as before stated, 14.02, and the annual 
average of twenty years 16.84 per cent. 

PROPORTION OF DEATHS TO POPULATION. 

For the purpose of ascertaining and presenting the percentage of 
deaths from consumption, in proportion to the population, in the 
different divisions of the State, the following summary was prepared. 
It will show the yearly average number of deaths from this cause, and 
the proportion to population in each division, for a period of nineteen 
years; namely, from 1860 to 1879. If the population of all sections 
increased with equal ratio, such comparison would show the relative 
liability of the inhabitants of each section to the disease, with quite 
full accuracy. But as it is, an average of the semi-decennial enu- 
merations will afford such an approximation to exactness, as to make 
the comparisons sufficiently correct. 



1860 to 


1879. 


NINETEEN 


YEARS. 


Yearly 


Yearly average 


average. 


to population 


. of Deaths. 


one in every 



Bristol County 21.4 442 or 2.26 in each 1,000 

Kent County 48.8 403 or 2.48 in each 1,000 

Newport County 42.7 492 Or 2.03 in each 1,000 

Providence County, Towns 182.8 403 or 2.48 in each 1,000 

Providence City 229.0 849. or 2.87 in each 1,000 

Washington County 42.0 452 or 2.21 in each 1,000 
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For the purpose of comparison with the long period of nineteen 
years, as well as each with the other, the following summary for the 
two years 1879 and 1880 is presented: 

CONSUMPTION, PROPORTION OF DEATHS TO POPULATION. 

1879. 

Total To population 

Deaths. one in every 

Bristol County 16 718 or 1.40 in each 1,000 

Kent County 38 542 or 1.84 in each 1,000 

Newport County . . 45 588 or 1.86 in each 1,000 

Providence County, Towns 197 478 or 2.11 in each 1,000 

Providence City 293 858 or 2.80 in each 1,000 

Washington County 48 470 or 2.18 in each 1,000 

1880. 

Total To population 

Deaths. one in every 

Bristol County 19 599 or 1.66 in each 1,000 

EentCounty 45 458 or 2,18 in each 1,000 

Newport County 34 711 or 1.40 in each 1,000 

Providence County, Towns 189 496 or 2 08 in each 1,000 

Providence City 822 826 or 8.07 in each 1,000 

Washington County 88 681 or 1.50 in each 1,000 

The proportions of 1879 and 1880 are based on the Census of 1880. 

It would appear by a comparison of the last two years, with the 
long period of nineteen years, that the proportion of deaths from 
consumption to population, was diminishing in all parts of the State 
outside of Providence city. The results of one or two years, however, 
are very inconclusive in regard to proportion, as very considerable 
changes in numbers not infrequently occur, from one year to another. 

CROUP AND DIPHTHERIA. 

These two diseases, similar in many respects, have been considered 
together in these reports since 1858. The contrast is made for the 
purpose of showing their various relations, the same as with other 
diseases, and not from any suspicion of identity, croup being 
primarily, by general belief, a local disease, and diphtheria a consti- 
tutional disease. 
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148 APPENDIX — REGISTRATION LAW. 

Skc. 4. Every meeting of the Society of Friends, clergyman, and all otliers authorized to join 
persons in marriage, shall make a faithful record of every such rite performed by them, in manner 
and form aforesaid, and return the same for the last preceding month, on or before the second 
Monday of every month, to the town clerk of the town in which such rite shall have been performed; 
and no marriage shall be solemnized until the parties shall have signed and delivered to the person 
about to solemnize it, or to the clerk of a meeting of the Society of Friends, a certificate containing 
the information required for the record of a marriage, as prescribed by this chapter. 

Sec. 5. The town clerk of every town shall annually, in the month of January, collect the 
information required by this chapter, in relation to all children born in the town during the year 
ending on the thirty-first day of December next preceding. 

Sec. 6. Whenever any person shall die, or any still-born child shall be brought forth in this 
State, the physician attending at such bringing forth or last sickness, if any physician so attended, 
shall within forty-eight hours after such death or bringing forth, leave with the family, if any, or 
person having the care of the deceased, or the person bringing forth such still-born child, or give to 
the undertaker or person who conducts the funeral, a certificate stating in case of a death the name 
of the deceased, the date of the death, and the disease or cause of the death, and in case of the 
bringing forth of a still-bom child, the date and the cause of such child being brought forth 
still-born. 

Sec. 7. Every town council may appoint a sufficient number of persons to act as undertakers* 
removable at the pleasure of such council. 

' Sec. 8 No undertaker or other person shall conduct a funeral, or bury or deposit in a tomb, or 
remove from this State or otherwise dispose of the remains of any deceased person or still-bom 
child, unless he shall first obtain the physician's certificate required by section six of this chapter, 
if a physician was in attendance upon such person who has deceased, or the person bringing forth 
such still-born child, and shall return the same, together with his own certificate of the information 
required by section three of this chapter, to the town clerk of the town where such death or 
bringing forth took place. 

Sec. 9. Any town may make ordinances, more effectually to attain the objects herein contem- 
plated. 

Sec. 10. The town clerks, or i)er8ons appointed as aforesaid, shall receive for each record of a 
death made and returned as required by law, and for each record of a marriage made and returned 
as required by law, twenty cents, to be paid to them out of their respective town treasuries: 
Pi'ovided, that the yearly compensation to be paid out of the town treasury as aforesaid, to any one 
town clerk or person appointed as aforesaid, who shall perform the duties prescribed by this 
chapter, shall not be less than five dollars. Undertakers and others making returns of deaths as 
required by section eight of this chapter, shall receive for each full report of a death made to the 
town clerk, five cents, in the cities of Providence and Newport, and ten cents in the other towns of 
the State. 

Sec 11. Every clergyman, physician, undertaker, town clerk, clerk of any meeting of the Society 
of Friends, or other person, who shall wilfully neglect or refuse to perform any of the duties 
imposed on, or required of him, by this chapter, shall be fined not exceeding twenty dollars for 
each ofl^ence, one half thereof to the use of the town in which the offence shall occur, and one 
half thereof to the use of the person who shall complain of the same. 

Sec. 12. Every clergyman, physician, coroner, undertaker or clerk of any meeting of the Society 
of Friends, shall cause his name and residence to be recorded in the town clerk's office of the town 
where he resides. 

Sec 13. No letters of administration or letters testamentary shall be granted by any court of 
probate, upon the estate of any person, until the death of such person, or the facts from which the 
same is presumed, shall be duly certified, as near as may be, to the town clerk, in order that the 
same may be duly registered according to the provisions of this chapter. 



